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Review: ‘Kim Kardashian West: The
Justice Project’ – who is it for?

CHENNAI: Kim Kardashian West’s documentary about her work as a criminal-justice
advocate was released this week — sparking both amusement and applause online.

For the latest updates, follow us on Instagram @arabnews.lifestyle
(https://www.instagram.com/arabnews.lifestyle)

“Kim Kardashian West: The Justice Project,” which is streaming on Oxygen, follows
Kardashian as she fights for the release of Alice Marie Johnson, a single mother who
became a drug mule out of necessity and was given a sentence of life plus 25 years in
the early 1990s.

The camera captures the reality star telling a group of prisoners, “I just saw something
that seemed really unfair to me and I thought that I had a voice.”
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Justice is a part of the whole endeavor, but in the documentary Kardashian comes first.
The film concentrates on her e!orts to educate herself on the law and prisoners are
used as emotional camera bait, with the star appearing every so often to make
comments like “her story broke my heart” about various cases. But what if a case were
not to move the star emotionally? Would it also merit her attention? Only time will tell.

The documentary highlights harrowing cases — a woman raped by her step-
grandfather who eventually kills him and another who is not protected by sex
tra"cking laws and is tried as an adult despite being just 15.

Viewers could be left frustrated by Kardashian’s sometimes naïve approach — “even
seeing her, you could see how sweet and quiet and maybe easily influenced she could
have been as a child,” she says in one scene for example.

There is also sneaking suspicion that Kardashian, however much her concern for the
incarcerated men and women may be, is looking for some kind of publicity for her
own achievements. A certain lack of selflessness appears to be missing here — the
constant flash of cameras as Johnson declares she was granted clemency by US
President Donald Trump, after Kardashian met with him in 2018, does leave a bitter
taste — but on the flipside, perhaps this is exactly the kind of exposure these
incarcerated men and women need?

In the end, we wonder whether the documentary – which was nicely edited at two
hours-long – is for the prisoners or for Kardashian herself.


