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Review: Nicolas Cage-starring horror-
mystery ‘Longlegs’ falls flat

CHENNAI: If one were to walk into a theater to watch “Longlegs” in the hopes of
finding something even remotely novel or di!erent from the dozens of horror films
that have played in cinemas over the years, disappointment awaits.

For the latest updates, follow us on Instagram @arabnews.lifestyle
(https://www.instagram.com/arabnews.lifestyle)

Set to be released in Saudi cinemas on July 18, the film is set in 1990s Oregon where
mist and fog creep across a deserted, snow-covered landscape. Despite the sometimes
eerie set, the movie does not manage to create a sense of sheer terror. Writer-director
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Osgood Perkins’ work appears clumsy, relying mostly on mood and atmosphere rather
than on a substantial core as it follows FBI agent Lee Harker (Maika Monroe) on the
trail of a notorious serial killer, played by Nicolas Cage.

Cage is completely hidden under a heavy disguise, with his expressions impossible to
fathom, which is a pity because love him or hate him, he is an emotive performer.

Leaving behind coded notes signed as Longlegs — notes that Harker manages to crack
as she tries to capture him — the devil on the prowl convinces fathers to murder their
wives and children and then commit suicide. Dozens of families are wiped out, but the
case itself is a mystery with details that do not add up to a believable whole.

Perkins has a penchant for style over substance — it’s a calling card that has marked
his career, beginning with his 2015 debut “The Blackcoat's Daughter.” The director
seems to lose his grip over the narrative and lets it sink into nonsensical oblivion. The
dialogue is clumsy and the plot is peppered with plot holes.

If there is one plus point in the entire 101 minutes it is Monroe, who rises above a
shoddily written part to convince audiences that she can o!er a semblance of
excellence in a story that seems to go nowhere.

 


