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Controversial filmmaker Roman Polanski’s Venice award-winning film An Officer
and a Spy could not have come at a better time
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Beyond prejudice

Gautaman Bhaskaran

Polish-French master moviemaker Roman Polanski must be deliriously happy
today having won the second most important award at the recent Venice Film
Festival, Special Jury Prize, for his An Officer and a Spy (J’Accuse in French)
But to many others, the honour came both as a huge surprise, and even a
shock.

Argentine auteur Lucrecia Martel, who headed the Venice competition jury,
refused to attend a red carpet event before Polanski’s movie was screened. But
later said she would have an open mind about it, and she did by giving away
the prize to the exceptionally brilliant filmmaker, whose life itself reads like a

Facebook Twitter Email Print

.

Rs 60,000-cr booster shot to
push exports, housing

Shah bats for Hindi as
common language, Cong
warns of unrest

Kashmir clampdown may go
on Oct 31

Hindu outfits okay with
getting rid of stray exotic
cattle

US confirms Osama son
killed on Af-Pak border

HOME | NATION | WORLD | PUNJAB | HARYANA | HIMACHAL | J & K | CITIES | OPINION | SPORT | BUSINESS | FEATURES

https://www.punjabitribuneonline.com/
https://www.dainiktribuneonline.com/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/aboutus/
http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/advertisement/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/archive.aspx
https://www.tribuneindia.com/calendar/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/rss/rss.aspx
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CJYZdC6l9XeyZBcuGwgOAmanYDrGU6rJYzYyj-oAK3dkeEAEg_c-LJmDlkuiD2A6gAbqUvtgCyAECqQKSdY9P9EZOPuACAKgDAcgDCKoEhQJP0DJqEQnY5bL2BGJ4g9GxsRpFdcZqq0kMNHH-Iqr-O5oYHv9XMufOUvDmEeNlF-h43sb4lBVEf1oYHPNWGuOfzp-rQitdcykOKYN_xPqT6BG-LkokwarP1HXNXVsTnCboe4dOJ7ilVZZE8mjfVh6x7xIqcmFohw_6c1SG1iAYdf-FxXd_Y_YI9AQlWgvxnLNIA9w1FY2zEPZufwrD6huj7H1Th46ockfkuL78elADi6jgPUBLzW7qf2aBjiIH6SE5slGfaCH1gLnVbCThGGPtTYYOl_TpuoO-KCrxQDwIJGkhj3BnznO6YwGJoyvhIkklgOaknzSStXY7QVanzLAYp2G7wi7gBAGQBgGgBgKAB67rwacBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHwdMbqAeF1BuoB4HUG6gHgtQbqAeG1BuoB4TUG6gHk9gbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB-zVG9gHAdIIBggAEAIYDbEJkPFNsnVd-VWACgPYEwI&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3ysvcRuRCT58g0Q6mZz7KhOzrgT2_JS5yhYFv2b3tbeHCK9ab8o3cWwaftmIwaGdxAdZEvX6UuwkLtItwGzLz-NuRojYRtkpFf8cy3t1vUUfLVt28mcNm5dj6hlGuaewmImbTq8d0JkFq3ob9vduF6wZd_Os&sig=AOD64_3cLOUvG58Ne_WRqenSfDZ87kg5_A&client=ca-pub-6070398767421094&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=http://www.casagrandoffers.com/%3Fsrd%3D5a56769e923d4a15d0033572%26utm_term%3D%26utm_Placement%3Dwww.tribuneindia.com%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwn_LrBRD4ARIsAFEQFKuJLQKNPB_nAtpL_qLuZbS8fX2zLumYVwgavQQ_a_6lxJZRM7WNfg0aAugfEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_oBF7-hliLoCEa1cVJOl-a8eKQwu9rfgFdgIH6aakIcuuFCyybzimSylUVwayl9yu2S1zNrFPevqJPjpAsZZaZaszKkGC-XXhlvAohRvqHoPC6gD4Hhs9Hh97CT9-EIPN7wqbikzXU6vyUolX8C6Q0gW4PISzqLXhA-zeVtbVSEKLDHTVYjYKctKSz422Rgwvo9pVaTBy_6U9ySAlGGAAUq4vKH9lNidxG34uLzubMVWqDefCGAHKrjfmJjWDsijZFmg83BRCRwWVrJQMcIslkLJQj8zzRgjK3fUqyWH3JeDOx-UEodXII-Aw6QAmtwyTJg,UKX8e-BNpUXYzJVrl97g3A&source=display&cbt=7a8OrmI9_A8IzYyj-oAKELzIrJ4YGKLg36cBIhNjYXNhZ3JhbmRvZmZlcnMuY29tMggIBRMYj-EXFEIXY2EtcHViLTYwNzAzOTg3Njc0MjEwOTRIElgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCJYZdC6l9XeyZBcuGwgOAmanYDrGU6rJYzYyj-oAK3dkeEAEg_c-LJmDlkuiD2A6gAbqUvtgCyAECqQKSdY9P9EZOPuACAKgDAcgDCKoEhQJP0DJqEQnY5bL2BGJ4g9GxsRpFdcZqq0kMNHH-Iqr-O5oYHv9XMufOUvDmEeNlF-h43sb4lBVEf1oYHPNWGuOfzp-rQitdcykOKYN_xPqT6BG-LkokwarP1HXNXVsTnCboe4dOJ7ilVZZE8mjfVh6x7xIqcmFohw_6c1SG1iAYdf-FxXd_Y_YI9AQlWgvxnLNIA9w1FY2zEPZufwrD6huj7H1Th46ockfkuL78elADi6jgPUBLzW7qf2aBjiIH6SE5slGfaCH1gLnVbCThGGPtTYYOl_TpuoO-KCrxQDwIJGkhj3BnznO6YwGJoyvhIkklgOaknzSStXY7QVanzLAYp2G7wi7gBAGQBgGgBgKAB67rwacBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHwdMbqAeF1BuoB4HUG6gHgtQbqAeG1BuoB4TUG6gHk9gbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB-zVG9gHAdIIBggAEAIYDbEJkPFNsnVd-VWACgPYEwI%26sigh%3DYZz5cRHmY1I%26cid%3DCAQSRgDwy9IZFNSFseMETh40--bI7PM3Un1NpxzZjP9tghk83eD7iqdbXcWkJ5XbQQjpIsBMOMfJKF9D5tGjksSZPgU6resae1A
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_oBF7-hliLoCEa1cVJOl-a8eKQwu9rfgFdgIH6aakIcuuFCyybzimSylUVwayl9yu2S1zNrFPevqJPjpAsZZaZaszKkGC-XXhlvAohRvqHoPC6gD4Hhs9Hh97CT9-EIPN7wqbikzXU6vyUolX8C6Q0gW4PISzqLXhA-zeVtbVSEKLDHTVYjYKctKSz422Rgwvo9pVaTBy_6U9ySAlGGAAUq4vKH9lNidxG34uLzubMVWqDefCGAHKrjfmJjWDsijZFmg83BRCRwWVrJQMcIslkLJQj8zzRgjK3fUqyWH3JeDOx-UEodXII-Aw6QAmtwyTJg,UKX8e-BNpUXYzJVrl97g3A&source=display&cbt=7a8OrmI9_A8IzYyj-oAKELzIrJ4YGKLg36cBIhNjYXNhZ3JhbmRvZmZlcnMuY29tMggIBRMYj-EXFEIXY2EtcHViLTYwNzAzOTg3Njc0MjEwOTRIElgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCJYZdC6l9XeyZBcuGwgOAmanYDrGU6rJYzYyj-oAK3dkeEAEg_c-LJmDlkuiD2A6gAbqUvtgCyAECqQKSdY9P9EZOPuACAKgDAcgDCKoEhQJP0DJqEQnY5bL2BGJ4g9GxsRpFdcZqq0kMNHH-Iqr-O5oYHv9XMufOUvDmEeNlF-h43sb4lBVEf1oYHPNWGuOfzp-rQitdcykOKYN_xPqT6BG-LkokwarP1HXNXVsTnCboe4dOJ7ilVZZE8mjfVh6x7xIqcmFohw_6c1SG1iAYdf-FxXd_Y_YI9AQlWgvxnLNIA9w1FY2zEPZufwrD6huj7H1Th46ockfkuL78elADi6jgPUBLzW7qf2aBjiIH6SE5slGfaCH1gLnVbCThGGPtTYYOl_TpuoO-KCrxQDwIJGkhj3BnznO6YwGJoyvhIkklgOaknzSStXY7QVanzLAYp2G7wi7gBAGQBgGgBgKAB67rwacBiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHwdMbqAeF1BuoB4HUG6gHgtQbqAeG1BuoB4TUG6gHk9gbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB-zVG9gHAdIIBggAEAIYDbEJkPFNsnVd-VWACgPYEwI%26sigh%3DYZz5cRHmY1I%26cid%3DCAQSRgDwy9IZFNSFseMETh40--bI7PM3Un1NpxzZjP9tghk83eD7iqdbXcWkJ5XbQQjpIsBMOMfJKF9D5tGjksSZPgU6resae1A
http://groups.google.com/group/tribuneindia/boxsubscribe
http://www.tribuneindia.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tribuneindia.com%2Fnews%2Fspectrum%2Fbeyond-prejudice%2F832663.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=thetribunechd&tw_p=followbutton
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/rise-of-the-turbaned-hero/832657.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/the-painter-prince/832659.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/a-mammoth-effort/832658.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/amiens-little-venice-of-the-north/832660.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/malta-a-sea-lover-s-paradise/832661.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/beyond-prejudice/832663.html#
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/beyond-prejudice/832663.html#
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/beyond-prejudice/832663.html#
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/rs-60-000-cr-booster-shot-to-push-exports-housing/832571.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/shah-bats-for-hindi-as-common-language-cong-warns-of-unrest/832573.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/kashmir-clampdown-may-go-on-oct-31/832574.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/hindu-outfits-okay-with-getting-rid-of-stray-exotic-cattle/832577.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/us-confirms-osama-son-killed-on-af-pak-border/832602.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2CQiC6l9XcjLLcmqogOm84GoBOu_qsFWw-X745wJgtHgks0IEAEgyZy5BGDlkuiD2A6gAZnD04EDyAECqQKSdY9P9EZOPqgDAcgDyQSqBPIBT9DCuNUuON1fto1R8_dg-dsN_lleFq822ZOjwX0VDyahrl_lnFBuef2LMoMHGYcfTfPUCrqMOnSsC3-VnksxbbRImGzyuCRE8ist9hYyQBEWD4lQy0mgw74tBAdbxpI2cfdfvlZaqq16g95SWacIXXp17ZQnp25IeE8Sqa34oHIjesYsLou1lglCXPGeRY8AeFECLF8_Nb0v3FpxxFF3zsugLBsLywRGVzYAin0FR8xzhOoPGcx4vyOQl_B1-X5pR4Qk4sMpn4YOfP2WKyAK_HdnSgidiQFy4sNikDj-EN_IbJL_88zvXxMKQWQuSDJJXWmQBgGgBgKAB8-8rH6IBwGQBwKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggGCAAQAhgKsQk03zBTCFaE2YAKAdgTAw&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3lQaSbwL2dvqW29j_A65T1E2SXXV_rkAX-Mf3b3y2LheFF0Jj1ShOohCq99AVlTbObsog91JFffT1tQ_k-y9BPUxov7BiPvT7jHQa-a4Ajk1fJ2jzWstHMFXJ7jo_3ATlPWqDhr2bkoJz4IpOuuijI8gLLU0&sig=AOD64_2EjN7BmFL3KJ9CLN811bUlz1Oggw&client=ca-pub-8115901613940036&adurl=https://iaplgroup.com/%3Fgclid%3DCj0KCQjwn_LrBRD4ARIsAFEQFKu7e2AFmaAJu7MrQnRaCNQOSaeXfDMmyb9eGlbm7vTOYjZJhhDyItkaAoF1EALw_wcB
http://www.tribuneindia.com/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/himachal/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/jammu-kashmir/
javascript:void(0);
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/opinion/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/sport/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/business/
javascript:void(0);


15/09/19, 8)31 AMBeyond prejudice

Page 2 of 6https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/beyond-prejudice/832663.html

MORE FROM WEB

Sponsored by

My son can’t bear
this immense pain
any longer, please…
help!KETTO

Pursue M.Tech. in
Data Science &
Engg. w/o any care…
break!BITS Pilani

Rent a convection
microwave at
affordable RMIs
Rentomojo

The Secret That
Celebrities Use To
Stay in Shape
Nutralyfe

Little Elly - Shaping
little minds since
2004
Little Elly

This Ũ6500 bitcoin
investment is
making Indians rich.
Daily News

CITY FOCUS Chandigarh

15 Sep 2019 | 7:41 AM

PANCHKULA: As the date for Assembly polls in

the prize to the exceptionally brilliant filmmaker, whose life itself reads like a
story that weaves through winter and spring.

In 1978, Polanski fled the US after he was found guilty of raping a 13-year-old
girl, who has since then forgiven him and urged the authorities to drop charges
against him. He has never set foot in America since that day, and has avoided
arrest, though he found himself briefly incarcerated in 2009 at Zurich —
where he had gone to receive a lifetime achievement award. He was freed and
not deported to America.

An Officer and a Spy in French did not sail into Venice on a note of welcome.
There were protests against its inclusion in the festival, but the director,
Alberto Barbera, stood his ground. “I am not going to judge the man, but only
his creative efforts. When you go to see a painting by Caravaggio, you are
seeing a work by an assassin who, after killing a man, had to escape to
Palermo. It’s ridiculous. If you can’t make a distinction between the culpability
of a person and that person’s value as an artist, you aren’t going to get
anywhere”. He has been vindicated by the honour.

Polanski’s film details the Alfred Dreyfus affair, the infamous late 1800s
scandal. The French Jewish Army captain, Dreyfus, was accused of spying for
Germany, convicted in an awfully biased trial and sentenced to life
imprisonment on the notorious Devil’s Island. He was eventually exonerated
in trials which laid bare anti-Semitism in the French army and government.

It
is

not Dreyfus (essayed by Louis Garrel) who takes the centre stage in the movie,
but Lieutenant-Colonel Georges Picquart (Jean Dujardin). A Christian French
officer, Picquart, who, despite his deep-rooted dislike for Jews, plays a major
role in getting Dreyfus’ name cleared. Dujardin exemplifies a wonderful fellow
feeling, infusing the character with conviction and honesty. Adapted from a
2013 historical novel by Robert Harris (who co-wrote the script with Polanski
as he did The Ghost Writer), the movie sticks to facts and is lavishly mounted.

It was a pleasure to watch the Polanski’s latest creation. It is technically
brilliant and takes us into a packed music hall, a bright, colourful cafe, on
misty roads and through the Louvre garden in Paris. All this is cheered by
composer Alexandre Desplat’s musical score.

Could there have been a better helmer than Polanski to have created this
movie? One wonders, given the fact that he lost his family as a child in the
Holocaust. And he knew pain even later in his life when his young wife, model
and actress Sharon Tate, was murdered by the Manson Family cult in
California. She was eight months pregnant. It was 1969, and many termed it
the end of Hollywood’s golden period.
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the state may be announced anytime, Panchkula
MLA Gian Chand Gupta is leaving no stone
unturned to woo voters across the district.
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What is most important is that the film comes at a time when the world finds
itself divided and sub-divided by religion and caste. There has been a huge rise
in anti-Jewish sentiment in many parts of Europe. In India too, such
polarisation in society is rearing its ugly head.

An Officer and a Spy takes us beyond all this to show that the Jew hater,
Picquart, saw beyond his prejudices to help a fellow soldier live in peace and
with honour.
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