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Bollywood star John Abraham in "The
Return of the Tiger"
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Tiger Man Mike Pandey
India's Tiger Man Mike Pandey to Helm Film with
Bollywood star John Abraham
By Gautaman Bhaskaran
South Asia Editor

Mike Pandey is no Jim
Corbett – who once
upon a time roamed
the hills of the
Himalayas shooting
down rogue man-
eating tigers and
leopards. But Corbett
Sahib as he was
fondly called by those
hundreds of villagers,
who perhaps owed
him their very lives
having been saved
from the jaws of those
ferocious feline
creatures, turned into
a great
conservationist.
Pandey – who was
born in Kenya and
who grew up in

England and still carries a British passport – never
gunned down animals or any other living creature.
He was always into conservation, trying to protect
mammals, animals and birds from the two-footed
predator, why man himself. And Pandey has been
doing this through power-packed documentaries on
tigers, on whale sharks on vultures and so on.

So, it does seem very interesting that he is all set to
walk into a feature now titled The Return of the
Tiger, and John Abraham has been roped in. Now
this looks like a fantastic combo. In a chat with me
here at Egypt's El Gouna Film Festival, Pandey
regrets the fact that while everybody in India is
shouting that the tiger must be saved, nobody really
cares how and why. Is it because it is a beautiful
animal? Is it because it is at the top of the food
pyramid ?

Pandey feels that a movie with someone as big a
star as Abraham and someone with that kind of raw
appeal will go a long way in creating an awareness
of the pressing need to take care of the tiger. The
big cat is absolutely essential to maintain the food
chain without which we humans will perish.

And since documentaries are passe and nobody
really watches them – or they are hardly ever
exhibited in commercial theatres (with only
Doordarshan showing them and with a 30 minute
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slot on NDTV) – a feature length work with a big
actor like John Abraham seems like a good bet to
attract footfalls into the cinemas and help spread a
message to save the tiger.

Mike himself plans to direct and act in The Return of
the Tiger – a story about two men whose
adventures in the jungles of India promises to turn
out into a fascinating film Drawing on the close
encounters with the tiger that Pandey has had in his
adult life (even as a boy he lived next to a wildlife
sanctuary in Africa), he avers that it is only a
celebrity like Abraham who can help to draw the
attention of the people and the powers that be. “The
idea is to tell a story and pack it with important
messages”, Pandey contends.

The movie will examine a whole lot of issues as two
friends (Pandey and Abraham) journey across the
narrative through some of India's most dense
forests. The core plot deals with the tale of a tigress
with three cubs that has strayed outside the reserve
area and poachers are around when the two men
get into the act to save the animals.

Inspired by Pandey's own true adventure that he
had along with his brother some years ago, The
Return of the Tiger holds the potential to turn into a
thrilling wildlife work, fictionalised from fact and
culled out of a tragedy that India has been facing for
decades. Admittedly, Project Tiger has helped in the
multiplication of these wonderfully handsome feline
creatures.

But poaching still happens and poachers still have
better weapons and equipment to outsmart forest
guards (poorly paid, often just armed with lathis and
not even proper footwear). And, most significantly,
poaching has a free run because tiger parts in
regions like China and South-East Asia are still
mistakenly believed to cure a whole lot of diseases.
There is also a belief that soup made out of the tiger
penis boosts a sagging male libido! Of course, all
this is an absolute lie that the powerful poaching
mafia spreads to make its millions from those
ignorant or plain simple desperate.

Pandey and Abraham will run us through such
ridiculous notions to point out that the tiger offers no
such health benefits and that it must be allowed to
roam the wild without any fear of being shot down.
Time, the tiger is allowed to burn bright.
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Other Articles by Gautaman Bhaskaran 
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Gautaman Bhaskaran is a veteran film
critic and writer who has covered
Cannes and other major international
festivals, like Venice, Berlin, Montreal,
Melbourne, and Fukuoka over the past
two decades. He has been to Cannes
alone for 15 years. He has worked in
two of India’s leading English
newspapers, The Hindu and The
Statesman, and is now completing an authorized
biography of India’s auteur-director, Adoor
Gopalakrishnan. Penguin International will publish the
book, whose research was funded by Ford Foundation.
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