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Gehraiyaan Review: Deepika Padukone, Ananya
Panday Film is Too Tame for a Triangular Romance

Shakun Batra directed Gehraiyaan, starring Deepika
Padukone, Ananya Panday, Siddhant Chaturvedi,
Dhairya Karwa, takes the often-tread path in sorting
messy relationships.
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GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

ehraiyaan

Director: Shakun Batra

Cast: Deepika Padukone, Ananya Panday, Siddhant Chaturvedi, Dhairya Karwa, Naseeruddin Shah,
Rajat Kapoor

Infidelity is a theme that has been explored in Indian cinema from time immemorial. One of the earliest
directors to talk about this was Satyajit Ray in Charulata. Raj Kapoor’s Sangam was another, and unlike Ray,
other helmers took a convenient approach to sort out the triangular mess in marriage. In Sangam, Gopal played
by Rajendra Kumar commits suicide paving the way for Sundar (Kapoor) and Radha (Vyjayanthimala) to stay
together.
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many others have traversed, though the point of difference here is the couples – and there are two – have a live-
in relationship.

Deepika Padukone’s Alisha has been with Karan (Dhairya Karwa) for six years. A struggling novelist, he has not
yet been able to clinch a publisher, and she runs a yoga centre and pays the bills. Her cousin, Tia (Ananya
Panday), has just gotten engaged to Zain (Siddhant Chaturvedi). He runs a construction business with the help
of Tia’s family, and the couple live in style. He wears designer clothes, stays in a plush house and even owns a
swanky private yacht.

Alisha sees him with envy; he is everything that Karan is not. While the writer is modest and has no trace of
arrogance, Zain is haughty and a show-off – with a roving eye that spots Alisha during a trip by the foursome to
Alibaug on the yacht.

The plot veers off to the oft-beaten track. Alisha, whose mother killed herself, comes with this horrible baggage,
and she blames her father (Naseeruddin Shah) for it. The daughter and father have a strained relationship, but
we would know later how mistaken she had been.

Tia is very close to Alisha, and they grew up together – their ties built on easy camaraderie and, more
importantly, trust. Which Alisha breaks by flipping for playboy Zain, and this affair slips into terrifying territory.
There is more lust than love, I would presume, and there is guilt. Alisha is anguished at having betrayed Tia,
who comes off as a simpleton, does not even suspect Zain when he gets calls in the middle of the night. It was
my contractor, he tells his fiancee, who naively believes him.

As one writer once quipped, love, like cough, cannot be hidden, certainly not lust. When the storm breaks,
Alisha gives Zain an ultimatum and threatens to tell Tia the truth. He is not prepared for this, largely because
he needs Tia’s money to pull him out of the financial mess his company had got itself into.

Batra, who has co-written the script, has very little new to offer, and the film, which runs for 130 minutes –
when it could have wound up in 90 – often seems repetitive. There is a lot of style, yes, but no substance. We see
gorgeous women dressed sexily, and Alisha’s yoga demonstration appears to be all about titillation.

The much-publicised intimate scenes, which were done under the watchful eye of an intimacy director
(probably the first in Indian cinema), are insipid, and we can see how uncomfortable Padukone is while she is in
bed with Chaturvedi. There is diffidence, there is queasy discomfort. Even the kisses lack passion. Indian
actresses, I presume, are still not up to letting themselves go in such situations. Call it social conditioning or
fear of familial or community pressure.

While Padukone’s performance is just about okay (she is weak in the emotional scenes), Panday is too flippant
to make a mark even when she begins to suspect her fiance. Both men are a huge disappointments, and they just
cannot get into their characters to convey distress. Karan is shocked when Alisha tells him that she feels
suffocated in their relationship, but he sleepwalks through these scenes. It is never clear why Zain wants to
break off his engagement. And when the moment comes to face facts and take on the responsibility of getting

PROMOTED CONTENT By 

Born between 1975-1990? Check
eligibility for 2Cr Term Plan
Max Life Insurance

UGC Entitled & AICTE Approved MBA
Programme

Apply Now
lpuonline.com

MORE NEWS

HOME POLITICS INDIA ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LIFESTYLE BUZZ TECH AUTO WORLD OPINION PHOTOS TRACKER

https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-is-obsessed-with-alia-bhatts-rrr-co-star-jr-ntr-wants-to-work-with-allu-arjun-4758575.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukones-gehraiyaan-cleared-without-any-cut-gets-a-certificate-4757207.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/choti-deepika-ranveer-singh-on-video-of-young-girl-lipsyncing-leelas-iconic-lines-4757195.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-credits-ranveer-singh-for-her-bolder-choices-reveals-how-their-families-are-different-4757060.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/gangubai-kathiawadi-alia-bhatt-flaunts-garba-steps-in-dholida-fans-are-reminded-of-deepikas-nagada-sang-dhol-4756712.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvBZVEDJXOr2l0lHy_Z88vZ-Po9xksBYiErY_S0yqtE1TCP81-GtPA75JM_UZbJnJQmFf-gdPporziQNh2YCV045n-vHXb5hU_PhxfWXxH_FQfQ6OwVK9XNUwQurD5ZUh-4zKRNBVwpQoNDIO0faqBWfkA0cu4zh2E7A9yzDqkCPmaS1Gv7eILqbiQEssdFeGaij_ZRGfr38za16v0Kzj8l4VloFNJFcfuhn9Jh-iiEIaBRIkdF3fCL1czS0iDT4nCLSHMky7U5HczTnnVZtgmA5-Qo9eaooshhxqHy7R5n2llSAGm8vTTa5PB2ZYsd_HZgJFD1Hcula9DpKXx8YbFhg97sggetuYAV9zv_A-0nwhpPv8Qpbc-V3Wbh-Gxc9FZu4lmY&sai=AMfl-YR8krNb8dtzawovlXGQsko0mHvDbjzPGTMYr8tmFuFqgEZEYq7f26z2p9aZRBz8zBC0Gsm4Rl0yQZOYjz7bnY7m4yQVlg82ZbkZyUYeq7l7ZwMWi0fJnS9lL-QY-A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLM667CUJKDl&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.news18.com/budget-2022/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst941YoblCuZ3lfmtCrUVW5cKhZKxa-BAJ7Wkmm6oylgzXUj21fVx0tdeUlV7wfJQuy66Lbo4mvwMml1eG-CR1mU1_QBlfWM7NV8YlN0QQniH9Vw90O75ZcWnBeIgU0Ue5vDqL-VXD1skFl0YC696z78Su5rmVJeAMY1OMrbAqNdb67NUvy_z2E0v6kBb3GM-FTqk_hiPbxyyRd3F5OBt96zuIXq8uwUUgokU094KeoEaaXCw1hT9SFM4QvCgzNQxOhO5lFTQTE7s_ikcDQ8-TO7zwtoBqneGqrA665mvA8_QqmuX53L8ICW_HIytnVixn0Bs-7oh8oW61FH_JfCwSqsJZIpMKITRzoY3F_hitlJwrdVYG0StoDp2xM&sai=AMfl-YSwlHzaOto82W8XsegPPrIo7z3JvAb4PdX8K7PbkpWZOF8yq4HY12sqIaOMqxV9A8CDZIeDmeVfwjO-1a5gyCYPM3jCyor32BSPz_09VwCa7RjXJM3nHieh70y97g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM5-TdPEg0YBEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst941YoblCuZ3lfmtCrUVW5cKhZKxa-BAJ7Wkmm6oylgzXUj21fVx0tdeUlV7wfJQuy66Lbo4mvwMml1eG-CR1mU1_QBlfWM7NV8YlN0QQniH9Vw90O75ZcWnBeIgU0Ue5vDqL-VXD1skFl0YC696z78Su5rmVJeAMY1OMrbAqNdb67NUvy_z2E0v6kBb3GM-FTqk_hiPbxyyRd3F5OBt96zuIXq8uwUUgokU094KeoEaaXCw1hT9SFM4QvCgzNQxOhO5lFTQTE7s_ikcDQ8-TO7zwtoBqneGqrA665mvA8_QqmuX53L8ICW_HIytnVixn0Bs-7oh8oW61FH_JfCwSqsJZIpMKITRzoY3F_hitlJwrdVYG0StoDp2xM&sai=AMfl-YSwlHzaOto82W8XsegPPrIo7z3JvAb4PdX8K7PbkpWZOF8yq4HY12sqIaOMqxV9A8CDZIeDmeVfwjO-1a5gyCYPM3jCyor32BSPz_09VwCa7RjXJM3nHieh70y97g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM5-TdPEg0YBEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-is-obsessed-with-alia-bhatts-rrr-co-star-jr-ntr-wants-to-work-with-allu-arjun-4758575.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukones-gehraiyaan-cleared-without-any-cut-gets-a-certificate-4757207.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/choti-deepika-ranveer-singh-on-video-of-young-girl-lipsyncing-leelas-iconic-lines-4757195.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-credits-ranveer-singh-for-her-bolder-choices-reveals-how-their-families-are-different-4757060.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/gangubai-kathiawadi-alia-bhatt-flaunts-garba-steps-in-dholida-fans-are-reminded-of-deepikas-nagada-sang-dhol-4756712.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuUfp3mRw3RsuR_g6ma2koYCQzoFCVqogFQs43slooH7Ocad8DA_PlUBGkCT1s6oygnbn2Hi-sIaq8VwDgf4NG4tzPeiZ7ZkM4OU8ICG35Y87UGMnc861QLx8Z188XsJFdvgh1n12FWoRkk6ICF2SGeVX2Mfd9986TpdH5aLjaY0cqnsDedcXaW1lZV60cweP1Rsd5F85zafJcM6PWFS8fLsc0LonVI9mWQ4Fc_fSRHber8wAocrPcMj1xObwFnl-9NVy5BuKvPUe-Os54xzzq-AFJ39khuMantww1GajtqcRT3UL9E5kGKkfgjp30omzaq1kgDUe32aC-ifaIgTol09S9eAXthAb_VsI1-z7Ub3cBo017lg8uK8rUxHauvQhyUjBYu&sai=AMfl-YR6wbZRbZA9qy7B0io3uxscHC7dF4xxizgyBOAwBejSwz0tP1guBnuiXjfwdiNJ6A_nYD5F3w6BQxjFtTTjtxw0hGaDnmoj4SlrMlT-eaxpQehNyMMPpZZ4Iry8EA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKqIgkNUZvPh&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.news18.com/budget-2022/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstM2LXjfYvnzbXUILEVAsEYvdRYw3V5zQ8VgCZfCRyhUidB-qJ9MNOxlvgm-hql8QlzTifneEr_g0gXyQaj3NoFAI3txL6fcE_yVTfbajBkilqp0qrPEbTDzOfo1q1Zg9A1KmGcWGmTBDw3gqkwfd5Po7G5QP2PQKG-tpPQZlDiKSCGQDMdvmy5Yytn2JnABS6tqNqRFMqXDLY3kM8iUNHmXcN99oaF4cHA5PrSab1Ys2PBt1w3KtdfigTxpgyPx2Wxp3iWFXkJIZ5Xvwy_AlyEPIRqRArHBU6lYy0pvGxXenZX_fyh5k1qJcxxZVGKtBdouAD9RGOqh8kIahVKXD_MTjV2EDSpmQ4ITnVeK1oy4n7kS0pJfSXHoQaKIS8Szu7UiNzKaEQ&sai=AMfl-YRMrLGuPGcw6Q9XO5wgF-7ypUP8ZC-4eLRSmUXhOMQjpKBITqW_O2Rr7qc1NIYwIYLhRkUN5l05Sy07aN2md8NjkjLyzXuarG1xsBPquKEy80bWqcsWONEO8QI_MQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAtpo-Zj9SIq&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.news18.com/budget-2022/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/premium-calculator?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Outbrain2&utm_content=2Cr_Boman&utm_term=%7Bsite_name%7D&utm_campaign=%7BCampaign_name%7D&utm_Theme=2Cr&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Outbrain2&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_campaign=FY22_MaxLife_Insurance_TCPA_MSN_HighImpact&obOrigUrl=true
https://lpuonline.com/landing-page/mba.php?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=UGC+Entitled+&+AICTE+Approved+MBA+Programme&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/


11/02/22, 09:42Gehraiyaan Review: Deepika Padukone, Ananya Panday Film is Too Tame for a Triangular Romance

Page 3 of 4https://www.news18.com/news/movies/gehraiyaan-review-deepika-pad…a-panday-film-is-too-tame-for-a-triangular-romance-4759028.html

0:15

together with Alisha, he chooses a frightening path – which reminded me of Woody Allen’s 2005 psychological
thriller, Match Point, in which the man gets away with murder.

Read all the Latest News, Breaking News and Coronavirus News here.

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN Gautaman Bhaskaran is a movie critic, commentator and an
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