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Thierry Fremaux, chief of the Cannes Film Festival, has

come out with a three-pronged strategy in case the

event, now slated to be held from May 11 to 22 2021, is

delayed.
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lthough there are bright chances of a vaccine against the Coronavirus coming sooner rather than later
with Pune's Serum Institute of India, AstraZenca and many others racing against time to produce one –
there is still some uncertainty about holding movie festivals.

This year, many, beginning with the inaugural edition of the Red Sea International Film Festival at Jeddah, were
cancelled, some took on a digital form. Yes, a few like Venice and the ongoing El Gouna were bold enough to hold
physical versions. Tokyo at the end of this month will be partly physical and partly digital with no foreign invitees.
The International Film Festival of India at Goa's Panaji is planning its edition at the end of January 2021.

In a scenario such as this, Thierry Fremaux, chief of the Cannes Film Festival, which had to call of its May 2020
edition, is understandably playing safe, very safe.

With the virus rearing its head again in France and some other parts of Europe, he has come out with a three-
pronged strategy in case the Festival, now slated to be held from May 11 to 22 2021, is delayed. The Festival has
worked out a plan to block three set of additional dates in July and August.
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Fremaux, who has been at the helm of affairs for many years, told the media, “I hope with all my heart that the
Festival will take place in May. However, if Cannes does not happen in May in the conditions we hope for, we will
delay. If it cannot take place under the proper conditions in May, we have solutions.”

So, Cannes has blocked one set of dates in the first half of July, the second in the second half of the month, and
finally the third in the first 15 days of August.

Venice begins on September 1.

Fremaux added, “This is a possible eventuality that has already been worked out. We did so almost out of
superstition, and hope not to use it. We’re all working under the belief that in May 2021, Cannes will be the first
post-pandemic event.”

So then, should one presume that Berlin may not take place in February 2021, although things are looking up in
Germany now. But with winter round the corner, Europe may face a fresh attack from the Coronavirus.

(Gautaman Bhaskaran is an author, commentator and movie critic)
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Flipkart Big Diwali Sale Starts Today
at 12PM: Credit Card Offers,
Discounts and More

Flipkart has listed a host of discounts on

products like smartphones, laptops,

apparels, and so on during its Flipkart Big

Diwali sale that starts today at 12PM

(noon). The sale will go on till November 4

and will come with huge discounts bundled

Bigg Boss 14: Jasmin Bhasin’s Best
Friend Aly Goni to Enter the House
Next Week?

Bigg Boss 14 contestant Jasmin Bhasin’s

best friend, actor Aly Goni will reportedly

enter the house in the first week of

November. Aly was approached for the

show earlier as well but due to prior

commitments he had turned it down.

IPL 2020: WATCH - The Suryakumar
Yadav Silent Stare at Virat Kohli That
Spoke a Thousand Words

Suryakumar Yadav has been the talk of the

nation for the last few days ever since he

was omitted from the squads for India's

tour of Australia. Suryakumar has been a

consistent performer in IPL and domestic

cricket in the last few seasons but is yet to

Besant Nagar, Grandparents, Spices,
Idlis: The Indian Connections Of
Kamala Harris

With just a week left for the Presidential

Elections 2020 in the United States,

candidates from the two national parties –

Republicans and Democrats – are leaving

no stone unturned to woo the Americans. 
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