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The Fame Game Review: Madhuri Dixit's Debut Web
Series Loses Focus and Dilutes the Thrill

At the very core, The Fame Game on Netflix is a mystery

drama with a missing star, but this gets so diluted that
he thrill of it all is completely lost.

NEWS18.COM
LAST UPDATED: FEBRUARY 25, 2022, 13:35 IST
FOLLOW US ON: § Facebook g Twitter Instagram m LIVE TV

<A Telegram Google News

(GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

he Fame Game

Directors: Bijoy Nambiar, Karishma Kohli

Writers: Nisha Mehta, Sri Rao

Cast: Madhuri Dixit, Sanjay Kapoor, Manav Kaul, Suhasini Mulay, Lakshvir Singh Saran, Muskkan
Jaferi, Rajshri Despande, Gagan Arora
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Streaming sites have become dumping grounds for films and television series. Often, they are akin to the boring
serials we watch on television. I do not remember a good series after Gurgaon and The Family Man. The first
was headlined by Pankaj Tripathi, and the second Manoj Bajpayee. Both are excellent actors, and the two series
shone and enraptured me. But most others have been dissatisfying.
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Netflix’s latest attempt at series, The Fame Game, appears to have been made with the single motive of giving
the long-forgotten actress, Madhuri Dixit, a chance to get back into the limelight. Admittedly, she is not a bad
actress, and still has the aura we saw in her a long time ago. But in a series with eight episodes — each 40
minutes-plus — one person alone cannot do justice. Manav Kaul is not bad either, but the rest of the cast are
terribly disappointing.

Advertisement

And the plot itself has very little novelty, and this is what I gathered by watching the first six episodes given in
advance to reviewers. In the very first, Anamika Khanna (Dixit) disappears, and her family of husband, Nikhil
(Sanjay Kapoor), son Avi (Lakshvir Singh Saran) and daughter Amu (Muskkan Jaferi) have no clue about what
could have happened. The mystery deepens when no ransom call comes, and the police with the investigating
officer, Shobha Tiwari (Rajshri Deshpande), are equally flummoxed. Adding to all this confusion is Anamika’s
mother, essayed with a touch of brilliance by Suhasini Mulay. (I still remember her in the 1969 Mrinal Sen-
helmed Bhuvan Shome, which was a landmark in Indian cinema, heralding with some other movies, the
country’s New Wave). She makes a nuisance of herself, and as we learn later, has been instrumental in pushing
Anamika into a marriage she did not want.
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But before we get to this, The Fame Game narrates in several flashbacks — which to me felt like a publicity
campaign for Dixit’s dancing abilities — how Anamika’s and Manav Kaul’s (Khanna) brief affair in London two

decades ago had left them agonising. He is divorced with a daughter, and she is in an unhappy relationship with
Ad

Nikhil. To make matters worse, her son is always in a grumpy mood, trying to fight the demon in him, and Amu LATEST
suffers from an inferiority complex. She craves to be a film actress, but feels that she does not have the looks of NEWS
her mother.

The issue with The Fame Game is that like so many Indian movies and television series, it tries to get its plate
overflowing, losing its focus and flow. At the very core, it is a mystery drama with a missing star, but this gets so
diluted that the thrill of it all is completely lost. And, the cop appears like a caricature of what bumbling
policemen used to be portrayed as in Indian cinema; Deshpande is a disaster.

Advertisement

But for gorgeous sets and eye-catching costumes worn by Dixit, directors Bijoy Nambiar and Karishma Kohli
have not been able to present anything remotely compelling. Also written unimaginatively by Sri Rao and Nisha
Mehta, The Fame Game is hardly worth a watch.

Read all the Latest News, Breaking News and Assembly Elections Live Updates here.
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GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN Gautaman Bhaskaran is a movie critic, commentator and an
author, who penned the first ever biography of Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and has been covering
ma...Read More

TAGS MADHURI DIXIT | NETFLIX |

FIRST PUBLISHED: FEBRUARY 25, 2022, 13:35 IST

PROMOTED CONTENT Recommended by |

HIVRADAR

B

=

-
2nd income from -Year MBA | India's he cost of hearing aids in [Pics] Photos Show The |
investment of just op University Chennai might surprise you Difference Between Meghan & . -
318000 Shiv Nadar University Hear.com Kate's Parenting |
You can make 2nd income ArticleSkill
investing 318000 in technology l

stocks. Don't wait, invest now.
Wicked A

Farhan Akhtar-Shibani D
Post-wedding Bash Attel

32

PHOTOS

enc
N |

2022 Vacations on ood news, Chennai: Now you [Pics] Royal Family Confirms Your car is in high Get Quote
Clearance Sale can invest in companies like Unfortunate News demand! Sell at best
2022 Vacations | Search Ads Amazon with only $200 to start! xfreehub price
Leverage your income SellRight by Spinny k
36 Madhuri Dixit Nene, Jant
PHOTOS [ Bhatt, Tiger Shroff Amor
PROMOTED CONTENT

EXCLUSIVE DEALS

intel.
CORE
Intel® Core™
il i7 processor

High-performance gaming speci
Dell

Born Between 1965-1990? Get 1.

@ Rs 1013/month*
Best Term Life Insurance

https://www.news18.com/news/movies/the-fame-game-review-madhuri-...ebut-web-series-loses-focus-and-dilutes-the-thrill-4807640.html Page 3 of 4


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstuxkhzZwkRHY_cksziaCE4CDLWAu6-epkodLhU4l-DghE_8YtDvx6i4j_zpoD8wS8mC2D-Eo2skkXZmos2Tj6tZga0uIpyUuQMh1nHm7To2i_aOAoImBYQljXAx2NVcfSImogDSEJQKFyT5Tr09gsviM4uKtQX-kv1zEMHAP1HZzo6pa2F81sQ134MNK8OC0ty1h7W135WP7hS1QzWjD9LKYcrhXvcz5bCZj8rIe58dOZNvMWDgaXn9EEkL4zFY2olbicgmLm_40_POCYWnFwwD1-cmlLI1T-jqQLDHSQH8DI5SzVPzxIWG9TunfcrxFo8pq_fJitV1fmpXUm9Iikhvts0Ybymv9n80UC7Hc0DUtILmHdEYDjeLWNQNw-Skhk&sai=AMfl-YSnTRKSAV2WhIIuJE_9N5mVUHxmQLFn-zkHh44enlfRMDasw2pctRFXmV9bwo0LBG5Gz9Stcz7bg4w-VvgNXK5P7TgSkoVQg3ykGwykbDsb4pJkAqUKFcrbJMqTD2M&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNboj9mOwu3u&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.joinindiannavy.gov.in/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/farhan-akhtar-shibani-dandekars-post-wedding-bash-attended-by-kareena-kapoor-deepika-padukone-arjun-rampal-4807988.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/madhuri-dixit-nene-janhvi-kapoor-alia-bhatt-tiger-shroff-among-celebrities-spotted-out-and-about-4808378.html
https://www.news18.com/byline/gautaman-bhaskaran.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/gautaman.bhaskaran@ibnlive.com
https://www.news18.com/byline/gautaman-bhaskaran.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/madhuri-dixit/
https://www.news18.com/topics/netflix/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://r1-usc1.zemanta.com/rp2/b1_obOrigUrl=true
https://zirca39.gotrackier.com/click?campaign_id=18&pub_id=10&p1=$ob_click_id$&p2=2-Year+MBA+%7C+India's+Top+University&source=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&p7=$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://in.cdn.hear.com/signia_founders/?act=ACT0000034593ACT&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=in_en_hea_display_outbrain_signia_founders_acq_desktop_video_pan_india_ACT0000034593ACT&utm_section_ID=$section_id$&utm_creative_ID=00e9625524924a6ff1fc400af86227ffe1&aud_adcopy=The+cost+of+hearing+aids+in+$%7Bcity%7D$+might+surprise+you&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://rfvtgb.articleskill.com/worldwide/styles-ob?utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=ak-styles-des-0w-rl-30012d&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_bid=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://bestsearches.net/index.php?rgid=228324&gclid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://preg.tradelg.net/aserving/4/1/blg/1/v/WEBCR-2636/index.html?cpl=60819&pxl=1&a=4&adv=1&f=263406&c=1&SerialId=1238062&FormId=2457&p=$section_name$&k=00449cd0b13fb0d7032794c7a0f7ccbc4b&obOrigUrl=true
https://rfvtgb.xfreehub.com/worldwide/royal-sis-ob?utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=xf-royas-z-des-0w-an-31012q&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_bid=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.spinny.com/sell-used-car/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=SPS_Outbrain_Top8_National_WC_PR_Desktop&utm_content=InspectorCreta_Your+car+is+in+high+demand!+Sell+at+best+price&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/farhan-akhtar-shibani-dandekars-post-wedding-bash-attended-by-kareena-kapoor-deepika-padukone-arjun-rampal-4807988.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/madhuri-dixit-nene-janhvi-kapoor-alia-bhatt-tiger-shroff-among-celebrities-spotted-out-and-about-4808378.html
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1153793.1984505OUTBRAIN/B27174272.329597462;dc_trk_aid=521835199;dc_trk_cid=167386635;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://termlife.policybazaar.com/?offerid=211&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Native&utm_campaign=Term_Insurance_Desktop_New&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true

The Fame Game Review: Madhuri Dixit's Debut Web Series Loses Focus and Dilutes the Thrill

Movies

War In
Ukraine

UP Assembly
Elections

India vs Sri
Lanka

Rohit Sharma
Coronavirus

Lata
Mangeshkar

Kangana
Ranaut

Malaika
Arora

Samantha
Akkineni

Virat Kohli

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas

Salman Khan
Disha Patani

Narendra
Modi

Kareena
Kapoor Khan

Nia Sharma

Political
Whispers

Gold Price
Today

NEWS!18

Bigg Boss

Pro Kabaddi
League

Samantha
Akkineni

Nia Sharma

Kangana
Ranaut

Taarak Mehta
Ka Ooltah
Chashmah

Shah Rukh
Khan

Parliament
Winter
Session

BTS

Janhvi Kapoor
Nora Fatehi
Amit Shah
Katrina Kaif

Taimur Ali
Khan

Mumbai
Indians

Yogi
Adityanath

Formula One

Latest Hindi News
India Marathi News
Movies Gujarati News
World Bengali News
Politics Tamil News
Buzz Telugu News
Auto Kannada News
Tech Malayalam News
Videos Punjabi News
Photos Urdu News
Web Stories Assam News
Cricket News Odia News
Explainers

Entertainment
Opinion

Lifestyle
Business
Education-Career

Cryptocurrency

Follow us
on

25/02/22, 14:27

[Pics] 21 Famous People Who We
Were Never Found To This Day
http://articlesmansion.com/

TopperLearning
CricketNext
Moneycontrol
Firstpost
CNBCTV18

History India

MTV India

Clear Study Doubts

Education Franchisee
Opportunity

CAprep18

Download News18
App

CNN name, logo and all associated elements ® and © 2020 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. A Time Warner Company. All rights reserved. CNN and the CNN logo are registered marks
of Cable News Network, LP LLLP, displayed with permission. Use of the CNN name and/or logo on or as part of NEWS18.com does not derogate from the intellectual property
rights of Cable News Network in respect of them. © Copyright Network18 Media and Investments Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.

https://www.news18.com/news/movies/the-fame-game-review-madhuri-...ebut-web-series-loses-focus-and-dilutes-the-thrill-4807640.html

Page 4 of 4


https://www.news18.com/about_us.php
https://www.news18.com/cookie-policy.html
https://www.news18.com/disclaimer.php
https://www.news18.com/contact-us.html
https://www.news18.com/rss/
https://www.news18.com/complaint.php
https://www.news18.com/advertise-with-us.html
https://rfvtgb.articlesmansion.com/worldwide/miscel-ob?utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=am-miscel1-des-0w-an-17012d&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_bid=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/news/world/war-in-ukraine-live-updates-russia-latest-news-invasion-war-stocks-market-news-today-conflict-history-us-india-livenews-4807679.html
https://www.news18.com/news/politics/up-elections-2022-live-updates-samajwadi-party-bjp-congress-criminal-candidates-phase-6-polls-yogi-adityanath-livenews-4807718.html
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/news/series/india-vs-sri-lanka-2022.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/rohit-sharma/
https://www.news18.com/coronavirus-latest-news/
https://www.news18.com/topics/lata-mangeshkar/
https://www.news18.com/topics/kangana-ranaut/
https://www.news18.com/topics/malaika-arora/
https://www.news18.com/topics/samantha-akkineni/
https://www.news18.com/topics/virat-kohli/
https://www.news18.com/topics/priyanka-chopra/
https://www.news18.com/topics/salman-khan/
https://www.news18.com/topics/disha-patani/
https://www.news18.com/topics/narendra-modi/
https://www.news18.com/topics/kareena-kapoor/
https://www.news18.com/topics/nia-sharma/
https://www.news18.com/political-gossip-whispers/
https://www.news18.com/topics/gold-prices/
https://www.news18.com/bigg-boss-2021/
https://www.news18.com/pro-kabaddi/
https://www.news18.com/topics/samantha-akkineni/
https://www.news18.com/topics/nia-sharma/
https://www.news18.com/topics/kangana-ranaut/
https://www.news18.com/topics/taarak-mehta-ka-ooltah-chashmah/
https://www.news18.com/topics/shah-rukh-khan/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/parliament-live-updates-winter-session-pm-narendra-modi-farm-laws-congress-pegasus-msp-trinamool-inflation-4497542.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/bts/
https://www.news18.com/topics/Janhvi-kapoor/
https://www.news18.com/topics/nora-fatehi/
https://www.news18.com/topics/amit-shah/
https://www.news18.com/topics/katrina-kaif/
https://www.news18.com/topics/taimur-ali-khan/
https://www.news18.com/topics/mumbai-indians/
https://www.news18.com/topics/yogi-adityanath/
https://www.news18.com/topics/f1/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.news18.com/explainers/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/education-career/
https://www.news18.com/topics/cryptocurrency/
https://hindi.news18.com/
https://lokmat.news18.com/
https://gujarati.news18.com/
https://bengali.news18.com/
https://tamil.news18.com/
https://telugu.news18.com/
https://kannada.news18.com/
https://malayalam.news18.com/
https://punjab.news18.com/
https://urdu.news18.com/
https://assam.news18.com/
https://odia.news18.com/
https://www.topperlearning.com/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/
https://www.firstpost.com/
https://www.cnbctv18.com/
https://www.historyindia.com/
https://www.mtvindia.com/
https://www.topperlearning.com/doubts-solutions/all-questions/
https://www.topperlearning.com/become-partner
https://www.caprep18.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cnnnews18/
https://twitter.com/CNNnews18
https://www.instagram.com/cnnnews18/
https://www.youtube.com/cnnnews18
https://jionews.com/home/articles/News18/20
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.divum.ibn&pid=Bottom_Nav_AOS&c=Internal
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/news18/id395194912?pid=Bottom_Nav_iOS
https://images.news18.com/ibnkhabar/uploads/assests/html/IS-739420-I.pdf
https://www.news18.com/livetv/

