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420 IPC Movie Review: A Courtroom Drama That
Despite an Able Vinay Pathak Falters

420 IPC, out now on ZEE5, seems like a bad copy of Jolly
_ LLB with largely unimpressive performances from
_. Ranvir Shorey and Rohan Vinod Mehra.
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20 IPC
Director: Manish Gupta
Cast: Vinay Pathak, Ranvir Shorey, Gul Panag, Rohan Vinod Mehra

Indian cinema has this habit of latching on to a successful work and beat the theme to pulp. Manish Gupta’s
latest outing on ZEES5, 420 IPC (Indian Penal Code), runs more or less parallel to Jolly LLB - a gripping take on
how a hit-and-run case on a Mumbai road is argued and sorted out in court with two lawyers, Arshad Warsi and
the more illustrious Boman Irani, battling it out. Yes, 420 IPC is not about an on-road misdemeanour; rather it
is about a man accused of forgery.
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In Gupta’s drama, Ranvir Shorey’s Public Prosecutor Savak Jamshedji tries to copy Irani’s character with his
long experience of getting rigorous imprisonment for the guilty and, not to forget, his irritatingly pompous
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mannerisms. But that he cannot match Irani is apparent; Shorey’s inability to act out a role that required a lot
more steely grit bordering on the vicious is glaring. Those who have watched Jolly LLB would remember Irani’s
glint in the eye. As for Rohan Vinod Mehra, who essays Defence Lawyer Birbal Choudhary, he is simply no
match for Arshad Warsi, who brought in a disarming element of innocence (hailing from a small town), pluck
and a will to work for a social cause. In the bargain, he turned into a celebrity of sorts.
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What makes 420 IPC worse are the largely unimpressive performances. Mehra looks like a chocolate boy, and
even acts like one. Shorey, despite his earlier laudable movie credits, disappoints — maybe because he was
directed to copy Irani’s style! Panag is no better than a mere of piece furniture. But Pathak infuses a compelling
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420 IPC Movie Review: A Courtroom Drama That Despite an Able Vinay Pathak Falters
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