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Jalsa Review: Vidya Balan, Shefali Shah's Film Leaves a
Trail of Unanswered Questions

Suresh Triveni's work, despite two good actresses in
Vidya Balan and Shefali Shah, falls into the rut of
wanting to fill the plate with too much with the result
that none of it has any meat.
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GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

alsa

Director: Suresh Triveni

Cast: Vidya Balan, Shefali Shah, Rohini Hattangady, Manav Kaul, Surya Kasibhatla, Kashish Rizwan,
Mohammad Iqbal Khan

A hotshot journalist, her handicapped son, mother, an extremely useful maid and hit-and-run accident have all
been poured into a huge cauldron and stirred to make a broth. Quite distasteful and immensely confusing and
unconvincing. This, Jalsa, is Amazon Prime Video’s latest offering that comes after a string of such poor films.
Sadly, the streaming sites have become a dumping ground for garbage in recent months, and, Suresh Triveni’s
work despite two good actresses in Vidya Balan and Shefali Shah, falls into the same rut of wanting to fill the
plate with too much with the result that none of it has any meat. A script that is put together without any
thought leaving gaping holes in the plot premise and unimaginative direction have made Jalsa a huge
disappointment. I had hoped that the Balan and Shah starrer would be a decent watch, but no.

Advertisement

RELATED NEWS

Jalsa is a crime-thriller with Vidya Balan and Shefali Shah in the lead.

NEWS18.COM

LAST UPDATED:

FOLLOW US ON:

 LIVE TV

https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/news/world/russia-ukraine-war-live-updates-ukraine-latest-news-moscow-putin-zelensky-biden-sanctions-evacuation-kyiv-airstrike-shelling-livenews-4882190.html
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/topics/ipl-2022/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/icc-womens-world-cup/
https://www.facebook.com/cnnnews18/
https://twitter.com/CNNnews18
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/livetv/
https://www.news18.com/app-download/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/news/career/board-results/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/icc-womens-world-cup/
https://www.news18.com/explainers/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/
https://www.news18.com/topics/cryptocurrency/
https://www.news18.com/younggenius/
https://www.news18.com/netrasuraksha/
https://www.facebook.com/cnnnews18/
https://twitter.com/CNNnews18
https://www.instagram.com/cnnnews18/
https://t.me/news18dotcom/
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMOaqjQsw-KufAw?hl=en-IN&gl=IN&ceid=IN:en
https://www.news18.com/byline/gautaman-bhaskaran.html
https://www.news18.com/agency/news18.com.html


18/03/22, 09:28Jalsa Review: Vidya Balan, Shefali Shah's Film Leaves a Trail of Unanswered Questions

Page 2 of 4https://www.news18.com/news/movies/jalsa-review-vidya-balan-shefali-shahs-film-leaves-a-trail-of-unanswered-questions-4885844.html

Jalsa Director on Bringing
Vidya Balan and Shefali
Shah Together for the Film:
'I was Just Too Greedy'

Jalsa Trailer Launch: Vidya
Balan Says She Had
Initially Rejected the Movie

News as it happens: Check
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Ad

New Poster of Vidya Balan
and Shefali Shah's Jalsa
Unveiled Ahead of Trailer
Release

Vidya Balan, Shefali Shah
Kill With Their Eyes in
Jalsa's Teaser; Watch it
Here

Vidya Balan and Shefali
Shah Bring 'Real Stories
Beneath Their Smiles' With
Thriller Drama Jalsa

One late night, Balan’s Maya Menon leaves her office after a swig with her boss (!). She is dead tired and sleepy.
Finding it difficult to keep awake and with her reflexes down, she hits a young girl running out into the road.
The kid, Aliya (Kashish Rizwan), falls on the pavement bleeding, and our journalist, whose media house believes
in truth, flees the scene, hoping that she would not get caught. A rickshaw driver takes Aliya to a hospital, and
when Maya realises that the kid is none other than her maid, Ruksana’s (Shah) daughter, the journalist is filled
with guilt and remorse, and gets her admitted in a top hospital.

But the cat does not remain in the bag for long with a young trainee at Maya’s office wanting to investigate this
(particular?) hit-and-run case and bring to light the person behind the dastardly incident. With a physically
challenged little son, Ayush (a wonderful Surya Kasibhatla), and an upright mother in Rukmini (Rohini
Hattangady), Maya’s woes seem like a long, lonely road that does not end.

The narrative is fraught with confusing conjectures and incidents that do not connect the dots. Here is one
glaring example. After the accident, we are told that the CCTV cameras were not working at the accident site,
but yet the trainee gets hold of the footage which clearly shows Maya in the car! There are other potholes on
the road which are difficult to navigate.

The movie may appeal to fans of Balan and Shah.

Read all the Latest News , Breaking News and Ukraine-Russia War Live Updates here.

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN Gautaman Bhaskaran is a movie critic, commentator and an
author, who penned the first ever biography of Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and has been covering
ma...Read More
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