
10/01/2024, 10:08 Martin Scorsese To Make a 80-Minute Long Movie On Jesus Christ; Details Revealed - News18

https://www.news18.com/movies/martin-scorsese-to-make-a-80-minute-long-movie-on-jesus-christ-details-revealed-8733751.html 1/5

HOME  » MOVIES  » MARTIN SCORSESE TO MAKE A 80-MINUTE LONG MOVIE ON JESUS CHRIST; DETAILS REVEALED

Mumbai Millionaire: H

with Bitcoin, Withou

Ad Trading Platform

IIM Ah
for PI R
iima.ac

7 Best 
Golden

Parupa
Retirem
Coachi

Easter
Review
Manip

Planni
Laksha
Rules, 

MORE LAT

Trending Topics : 12th Fail Ankita Lokhande KWK 8 Golden Glob

CHANGE LANGUAGE English WATCH LIVE TV DOWNLOAD NEWS18 APP FOLLOW US ON

Latest Lifestyle Movie
Reviews

Cricket Live
Score

Pro Kabaddi
2023

Indian Of The
Year Explainers Travel Photos Sports Tech Auto

2-MIN READ

Martin Scorsese To Make a 80-Minute Long Movie On
Jesus Christ; Details Revealed

Martin Scorsese's film on Jesus will be set in today's
times and follow Christ's core teachings.
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Martin Scorsese's film will be based on Shūsaku Endō’s book A Life of Jesus. (Photo: X and
@trad_west_)
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Karl Marx called religion the “opium of the masses”. Legendary �lmmaker Martin Scorsese will now try and erase
that negativity. He has just completed his screenplay for a movie about Jesus Christ. It will be only 80 minutes
long.

“I’m trying to �nd a new way to make it more accessible and take away the negative onus of what has been
associated with organised religion,” Scorsese told the Los Angeles Times on Monday.

“I responded to the Pope’s appeal to artists the only way I know how: by imagining and writing a screenplay for a
�lm about Jesus,” Scorsese told the Jesuit magazine La Civiltà Cattolica (The Catholic Civilisation) last May.

He wrote it along with movie critic and movie director Kent Jones, and it is based on Shūsaku Endō’s book A Life of
Jesus.

Endo also wrote Silence, which Scorsese adapted for the screen in 2016 with actors Andrew Gar�eld, Adam Driver
and Liam Neeson.

Scorsese is known for making long �lms (his last Killers of a Flower Moon was 206 minutes, and is now headed for
the Oscars). It will be interesting to watch how he will make his work on Jesus, a mere 80 minutes long.

This �lm on Jesus will be set in today’s times and follow Christ’s core teachings.
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“Right now, ‘religion,’ you say that word and everyone is up in arms because it’s failed in so many ways,” Scorsese
said. “But that doesn’t mean necessarily that the initial impulse was wrong. Let’s get back. Let’s just think about it.
You may reject it. But it might make a difference in how you live your life — even in rejecting it. Don’t dismiss it
offhand. That’s all I’m talking about. And I’m saying that as a person who’s going to be 81 in a couple of days,” he
added.

“I tried �nding it with Kundun and The Last Temptation of Christ, even Gangs of New York, to a certain extent,
ways into redemption and the human condition and how we deal with the negative things inside us,” he said. “Are
we decent and then learn to become indecent? Can we change? Will others accept that change? And it really is, I
think, a fear of society and culture that’s corrupted because of its lack of grounding in morality and spirituality.
Not religion. Spirituality. Denying that.”

RELATED
STORIES

He continued, “It’s �nding my own way in a … if you want to say the term ‘religious’ sense, but I hate to use that
language, because it’s misinterpreted often. But there’s a basic fundamental beliefs that I have — or I’m trying to
have — and I’m using these �lms to �nd it.”

Although Kundun and The Last Temptation of Christ were great pieces of cinema, my favourite has been Gangs of
New York. Also about religion, Gangs plots two parallel plots: a personal enmity between the characters played by
Daniel Day-Lewis and Leonardo DiCaprio, and the other between Protestants and Catholics. Running well into 167
minutes, the work is a masterpiece. It was nominated for 10 Oscars, but did not win any!
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