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Tokyo Film Festival: Opium Is an Incisive Take on
Religious Prejudice and Beyond

Indian director Aman Sachdeva's five-part anthology
Opium which explores human emotions associated with
religion was screened at the Tokyo International Film
Festival. Here's our review.
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arl Marx once said that religion was the opium of the masses. Indian director Aman Sachdeva pegs his
movie, Opium, on this concept. Screened at the recent Tokyo International Film Festival, the work is a
five-part anthology that explores human emotions associated with religion. Anger, revenge,
frustration, prejudice, and even friendship are examined with a lot of feeling and sincerity.

The one story I did not much care for is The Blind, set in the near future, and which made little impact on me.
The story is bizarre with men watching men through a telescopic lens, and finally kidnapping one. It begs for
comprehension, and I wondered why given the rest of the plots which have been written and narrated with
delightful lucidity, the director should have wandered into The Blind.

TOP SHOWSHA VIDEO

By: Gautaman Bhaskaran Edited By: Dishya Sharma News18.com Last Updated: NOVEMBER 04, 2022, 15:35 IST Mumbai, India

A still from Wood as part of Opium, a five-part anthology.
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The Riot was engaging and begins on a note of high emotional drama with loud banging on the door by men
baying for blood. The Hindu family inside is anxious and frightened, but when the mob disappears into the
night, there is a sense of relief. A little later, two women are outside the door desperately pleading for help and
to be let inside. The man of the house relents, but when he sees they are Muslims – mother and daughter – he is
consumed by hatred and revenge and seeks to get to the top. He wants to rape the girl, and justifies this by
saying that “they also did this to our women”. The climax is superbly written and keeping in tune with a certain
universal truth, goes to prove that life catches up with you sooner than one would imagine.

Wood is about a man’s dilemma. With his old father on his deathbed, the son can ill-afford a decent coffin. And
if it is not made of good wood, in this case, mahogany, he feels his Christian community would ridicule him. He
begins to convince his father to convert to Hinduism in which he feels the rituals, including the cremation, will
be far less expensive. He keeps mulling over this, shifting from one religion to another in his desperation to find
an affordable means to give his old man a decent sendoff. Sachdeva infuses subtle humour in a subject as grim
as this, and Vinay Pathak as the son goes along with a deadpan expression that suggests a sense of deep
anguish at his own helplessness.

Pulav underlines religious rigidity, and how this can negate the urgent need for economic stability. When a
young woman takes up a job in a food delivery chain, her first assignment involves a packet of pork. But my
religion would not allow that, she pleads with her manager, who tells her firmly that she cannot be choosy
about what she would transport to a customer. She is so steeped in her belief that she quits even before

Advertisement

Divya Spandana Shares
Old Video of Herself With
'Bestie' Kichcha Sudeep

BTS' Jin To Enlist For Military
Training As Early As End of
This Year? Here's What We
Know

PROMOTED CONTENT
Win Big in the Biggest T20
Tournament
FairPlay

The TOEFL® test – Accepted across
AUS | UK| NZ| Can| US
oraclecloud.com

MORE NEWS

News as it happens:
Check the latest news of
the hour.

Ad

PHOTOGALLERY

10
PHOTOS

Disha Patani Stuns As Cover Girl Of
Leading Fashion Magazine, Check Out
The Diva's Sexy Pictures

HOME SHOWSHA POLITICS INDIA CRICKET WORLD EDUCATION BUSINESS BUZZ EXPLAINERS OPINION PHOTOS VIDEOS

https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/nora-fatehi-raises-temperature-in-black-bralette-check-out-the-divas-hottest-beachwear-moments-6310261.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-goes-wild-in-too-hot-to-handle-photo-shoot-and-fans-cant-keep-calm-6308209.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/shruti-haasan-reveals-people-call-her-chudail-because-of-clothes-she-wears-shares-how-she-responds-6309079.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/divya-spandana-to-play-a-cameo-in-hostel-hudugaru-bekagidare-what-we-know-6310003.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/salman-khan-lauds-mumbai-police-for-swift-action-in-child-trafficking-case-6309949.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/nora-fatehi-raises-temperature-in-black-bralette-check-out-the-divas-hottest-beachwear-moments-6310261.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/deepika-padukone-goes-wild-in-too-hot-to-handle-photo-shoot-and-fans-cant-keep-calm-6308209.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/shruti-haasan-reveals-people-call-her-chudail-because-of-clothes-she-wears-shares-how-she-responds-6309079.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/divya-spandana-to-play-a-cameo-in-hostel-hudugaru-bekagidare-what-we-know-6310003.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/salman-khan-lauds-mumbai-police-for-swift-action-in-child-trafficking-case-6309949.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/disha-patani-stuns-as-cover-girl-of-leading-fashion-magazine-check-out-the-divas-sexy-pictures-6306217.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/malavika-mohanan-makes-jaws-drop-with-sultry-photos-in-silver-co-ords-check-out-the-divas-sexy-pictures-6302323.html
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXw4gAadDhc
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuksZhp_gEMBI2yMCxmzrQYtAoOngGof6xXkCYOrzOCDVjdgrZmGJpTLesPBqdiseOCriaO9Bv9gIXXR0pxJ0O01DN85lGdx-zuuNK5u1SoTaR3Pb0J_Bb8NSUNM8PDhI0K3lPXZW7AG9x2xR3_1guD1ZMsO3UCW7_6sIoF7EOOqoDGmJB3K-DU9R7FFp1AM13IvLN-aQQ_L9dOnDFIJiHqAZfCQ7hMhjOfB6iHQ2TrLwuCPKOmRttmgIAOECr2l9F3xxzKqxqz5VMQ9Hnkm0tQ0uGQjZM3CrXBTI3B2zgL-Hy0-iR0x-mzQUceDbJwK8u_1DS7k0A8OTc8nze4HIAcHuARFkL3z6afEe0bR_XsQmn6t4LMvn3fSgs3IaNlVmAPuWR9fy6I2GX_0Of3UPg&sai=AMfl-YRmk3S0BwejTVpDkW3e_3_wRU5vyekSnjc9wg5VGyXM2uC-cHpS7cZ6Rn2sMi1qjTnEruk6rxxT0fo_y9j7VUeaTF2IClu485lmaY9h7pBcP8g7NKX7L6Ew6zHlGAagauujRLUkSxhR4MybDnR7dA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK2p8tPQZL7U&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.tataaig.com/motor-insurance/car-insurance?utm_source=Display_Branding&utm_medium=News18&utm_campaign=LS_4W_Branding_News18_ENG_Roadblock_Fingertips_4_November&utm_content=4W
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/divya-spandana-shares-old-video-of-herself-with-bestie-kichcha-sudeep-6310711.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/bts-jin-to-enlist-for-military-training-as-early-as-end-of-this-year-heres-what-we-know-6310153.html
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://fairplay.co.in/?btag=otbr_new&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=mobile&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=Win+Big+in+the+Biggest+T20+Tournament&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N484203.186294OUTBRAININC/B28699209.347942087;dc_trk_aid=539686243;dc_trk_cid=155292066;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQnBQlx4Zl1HqMk51_8xEkWlg6iay5T3akcM6n3022Kuu-ain-mZzVqReubAMqNLsjXiUyxwJ0zc2GpyG-0WXn3zkdp04Gn32XUCCKVomzpYtnmfmhxn3H4tjOOKhzXGSZffHqeOlDDYW9Y9Ak_hPZ6z9bZUAPiVBZVzX206be0fzJF9yqu9ZADced05Z2sVbW-VA0LqCiA9OK6CVjyRR6WDTKiWLkqEHUueb2iuLCO3FSgQaTcoXqt-L2_uheZ244se1DHisw4fSGqgMnZwbKU4vCifohO_5NX39KXEUSmpw2qfXpS8NFx3lkNGe4h6brH7_LE_GweGQvNZEw52LUTzz2d4xSyoJZyDn8XoiXQlg1IjmSA8rA6mNV56DkyzR-wDqg6NjnYYuREVw4Qo8&sai=AMfl-YRA6ZUij1r2KygLMuaGGWsJg-KO-p9jxq63AdScOnS0jpBrQ3v6SWXDk9M_v-bZbYFz5VZItDOl2FTp502hsU_f5icShthiGT5SXj01mXwfPBeCiMiBhAkNrLLT1OL6br11_KG4Ek9oR2mkMmyd4Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM5qLFFTuyw-&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.tataaig.com/motor-insurance/car-insurance?utm_source=Display_Branding&utm_medium=News18&utm_campaign=LS_4W_Branding_News18_ENG_Roadblock_Fingertips_4_November&utm_content=4W
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstJMTuZVYKSEp1KO0Qb81ujtwKBsTch-0vAFQnBUJL-qICtxCa1_A2svb-sP6Ruq987BnTpYEe_WYrmS58-vHJ5TBg9wQZ-jHI2ry-6Fe5WHWL4gWHTJ--wm5My7IVS8LnSGCGPWRuZIr6jGFlciI_BkQe4q1dDrgRWcjXfePI8N6v52pzwerTZRrXpoqDRi059b2ffI1VxcRseTHnWdKxtxAcwj2DSjeyEAQG5d2wsX1puvGnf3chWFgFRm7c1aXiQ4yFG7AJQJb0UezdlN-JpicUKp5bX1Zg4UqmZrf0tG_QrpVCS5ZyvPgmIe2q3nXN34kuXrRGIEZO8nISGWwhtrKqXccdSt2O31B5QNBKzXEtTK2xc6NiRyRSr1G16yntxTA&sai=AMfl-YTjRsCp8zc2XZcryIaRD5W-RCXVdU_wO6JWvGDBM1KKQHXtKXGyDIl9xTOpBdoZkI32ycJKE8QMB-bR9gf0OZeog86MKrn4mCtgEEIHKrlrqWFE5AOhoXBkVqD1WnazT6368WYxOq0Hf4aCTlATrw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFHpspZK4J26EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstJMTuZVYKSEp1KO0Qb81ujtwKBsTch-0vAFQnBUJL-qICtxCa1_A2svb-sP6Ruq987BnTpYEe_WYrmS58-vHJ5TBg9wQZ-jHI2ry-6Fe5WHWL4gWHTJ--wm5My7IVS8LnSGCGPWRuZIr6jGFlciI_BkQe4q1dDrgRWcjXfePI8N6v52pzwerTZRrXpoqDRi059b2ffI1VxcRseTHnWdKxtxAcwj2DSjeyEAQG5d2wsX1puvGnf3chWFgFRm7c1aXiQ4yFG7AJQJb0UezdlN-JpicUKp5bX1Zg4UqmZrf0tG_QrpVCS5ZyvPgmIe2q3nXN34kuXrRGIEZO8nISGWwhtrKqXccdSt2O31B5QNBKzXEtTK2xc6NiRyRSr1G16yntxTA&sai=AMfl-YTjRsCp8zc2XZcryIaRD5W-RCXVdU_wO6JWvGDBM1KKQHXtKXGyDIl9xTOpBdoZkI32ycJKE8QMB-bR9gf0OZeog86MKrn4mCtgEEIHKrlrqWFE5AOhoXBkVqD1WnazT6368WYxOq0Hf4aCTlATrw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFHpspZK4J26EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszBbLSgOEkxAvzAeFFERUKRSjid0Kffc8ctbUlXz-qvCzOefxKS0KfY2LPKkNJARJoTU5B1dXhQPFUwMPaO_cOswoZllCFU1g3JQjENQpuxU1uo1ier_vyhP4CHTlb9-LDETOynGgTcrrEA_5A28eF-IC_VKr4QxiIDkdaEW5Zgttad85REUAQgt_XT-ZDQ3w6lyX57V1L4AOqiIG2cjJU7Vhtj3x_yaj7F661J08fJcJRgFMYE9bAFtIu3fVM1Tg5k9PoaGwNBfm_2QEX8cthdcEdX8cCSskCmIi2fr-J3clSuKj2OK-0MUAS9tSDOIJyjSpHXEqnP045pKUZvF8kdhNa0uZGakl9CT7l--o1Q0jFsEzPEplgmhiN6QEvzPRzbrNNZsPrWQrUjg&sai=AMfl-YRDmitkDOB-uiyCfRIccE86KXUSvUiuzxY2klxYDJx2S9WALa-Sq7hEnvmfqbRF08IZPhVQDVtuil29rog3wSIvg-Pqu5T7J_2vbG2isJ5rGDzUdAXCJavzcHVqwlBuH2FKRORAAhFX79URGjBzTw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHFwmHWua9eO&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.tataaig.com/motor-insurance/car-insurance?utm_source=Display_Branding&utm_medium=News18&utm_campaign=LS_4W_Branding_News18_ENG_Roadblock_Fingertips_4_November&utm_content=4W
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/disha-patani-stuns-as-cover-girl-of-leading-fashion-magazine-check-out-the-divas-sexy-pictures-6306217.html
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/education-career/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/explainers/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.news18.com/videos/


04/11/22, 5:22 PMTokyo Film Festival: Opium Is an Incisive Take on Religious Prejudice and Beyond

Page 3 of 9https://www.news18.com/news/movies/tokyo-film-festival-opium-is-an-incisive-take-on-religious-prejudice-and-beyond-6309817.html

undertaking her first delivery, and we see her sans her uniform enjoying her pulav!

I found A Petal to be the loveliest of the lot with two little boys – one a Hindu and the other a Muslim – bonding
over a funeral ritual, which necessitates the use of cow dung. One asks the other to go back to the ceremony
being conducted after the death of his father. ‘I will get the dung,’ the Muslim lad tells the other and goes in
search of it. There is enormous sincerity here. And coming from a boy, barely seven or eight, this segment lends
itself to much thought. We realise – and perhaps sigh in despair – how childhood innocence and honesty give
way to bias and rancour.

Sachdeva manages to get to the bottom of the religious animosity that modern Indians have been witnessing
for a while, and his last segment may be utopian in a certain sense but has a lot to say about how we grow up
into inconsiderate human beings.

(The views expressed within this article are the personal opinions of the author.)
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Divya Spandana Shares Old Video of Herself With
'Bestie' Kichcha Sudeep

Divya essayed Sudeep’s lady love Nandini Appaiah
Tanu's role in the hit film Just Math Mathalli directed by
him.

Facebook Twitter Instagram

Telegram Google News

ivya Spandana and Kichcha Sudeep are one of the most adored on-screen couples in the Kannada film
industry. They have infused life in films like Kiccha Huccha, Mussanje Maathu and Ranga (S.S.L.C).
Their on-screen chemistry impressed the audience in Just Math Mathalli as well.

An old interview of this popular couple was shared by one of Sudeep’s fan pages on Twitter recently. Both stars
cracked a few jokes on each other and reminisced about some old disputes as well which subsided soon. The clip
was re-shared by Divya with the caption, “But you’re the sweetest and a bestie for life @KicchaSudeep".

By: Entertainment Bureau Local News Desk Last Updated: NOVEMBER 04, 2022, 16:57 IST Bengaluru, India

Fans loved this clip and also asked them to team up for another project.
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Ramya/Divya Spandana
@divyaspandana · Follow

 but you’re the sweetest and a bestie for life 
@KicchaSudeep

I'm sudeepian,VK-18 @KicchaF26877851
Boss and @divyaspandana funny moments..  so cute 
@kicchasudeep #KicchaSudeep #KicchaBOSS!

2:17 PM · Nov 3, 2022

5.6K Reply Share

Read 118 replies

Fans loved this clip and also asked them to team up for another project. A user requested Divya and Sudeep to
produce a film, web series or even a television serial since they have enough resources now.
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@divyaspandana · Follow

 but you’re the sweetest and a bestie for life @KicchaSudeep

I'm sudeepian,VK-18 @KicchaF26877851
Boss and @divyaspandana funny moments..  so cute 
@kicchasudeep #KicchaSudeep #KicchaBOSS!

Focus within
@DivakarY78 · Follow

Why are you not back on screen again. you are so rich, you 
can produce a movie itselves or atleast webseries or TV. One 
should always be stuck to roots(cinema), where they began. 
But grow higher too in other areas too
8:00 AM · Nov 4, 2022

Reply Share
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Another user appreciated the couple and called them the best pair on screen. This user wrote that fans are
waiting for one more successful box-office outing from this pair.
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Despite the disputes, fans are happy that Divya and Sudeep collaborated on some successful movies. In an old
interview, Divya laughed off when asked about the conflicts. The Prarambha actress said that they had a lot of
fights during the filming of Ranga SSLC, Just Math Mathalli and Kiccha Huccha.

According to Divya, each time they vowed never to work again. In this interview, Divya revealed that she has
teamed up with Sudeep for a movie which is written and directed by him. She believed that Sudeep brings out
the best in actors. Even Sudeep expressed his eagerness on working with Divya and said that he is looking for no
other option.

However, it seems that this project didn’t materialise. Divya essayed Sudeep’s lady love Nandini Appaiah ‘Tanu’
in the hit film Just Math Mathalli directed by him. After that, he directed two movies Kempe Gowda and
Maanikya but Ramya didn’t work in those films.
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