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Persuasion Review: Dakota Johnson Dazzles as
Anne Elliot in This Adaptation of Jane Austen’s
Novel

Netflix's adaptation of Jane Austen's novel Persuasion, and it is Dakota Johnson who shines as Anne Elliot with her subtle,
jovial and immensely expressive portrayal

ane Austen’s novels have a certain remarkable preciseness about them. The plots in her novels
Emma, Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility resonate with the angst and joy of early 19th
century England. These were incisive exploration of women’s position in society, their struggle to
find freedom from male dominance though, strangely, coupled with their desperate attempt at

finding a husband, the richer the better. For, this was one way of climbing the social ladder for women
who came from families of modest means. Much of Austen’s work harps on this, and although she has
been popular for 200 years with an extremely loyal fan base of readers, she rose to still greater heights
after a couple of screen adaptations of her novels. Ang Lee’s elegant Sense and Sensibility as well as Amy
Heckerling’s Emma pushed up Austen’s admirers by considerable numbers. The films evoked a lot of
curiosity even among those who had never read her work.
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But, we have also had a band of purists who feels Austen belongs exclusively to the written world, and
any screen version is hardly likely to do justice to her great literature. In fact, these men and women
presume that they are better than script writers and directors at interpreting Austen and her extremely
nuanced view of the Regency era, its mores and social complexities. And it is here that the latest tryst
with Austen, Persuasion, on Netflix by director Carie Cracknell is bound to face opposition, though the
core plot remains pretty much the way she had envisaged. Also, the settings remain exactly how they
had been visualised by Austen. Bath looks divine with it rugged coastline washed by the gently crashing
waves – magically captured by cinematographer Joe Anderson. And many of the events take place there.

RELATED NEWS

There is that obsession with marriage, and as Mary (Mia Mckenna-Bruce) tells her unmarried sister,
Anne Elliot (Dakota Johnson), it is the greatest blessing that life can offer, it does become the movie’s
most abiding theme, passion and pastime. Not surprisingly, for that was how society was then. But Anne
had spurned marriage to a handsome Naval officer, because he had no money and no rank. Heeding to
an unsolicited advice from a close family friend, Lady Russell (Nikki Amuka-Bird), Anne though deeply
in love with him, walks away.

However, the universe has its ways, and the officer, Frederick Wentworth (Cosmo Jarvis), comes back
after eight years to a still pining-for-him Anne. But she pretends she does not care for him, and
Persuasion stumbles through pride and ego and an acute sense of disappointment and frustration. Both
Frederick and Anne pass through agonising moments – desperately trying to open their hearts out. Well,
we do know how the romance would wind its way through.

Persuasion starring Dakota Johnson | O3cial Trailer | Net8ix
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It may not be a great work, but to look for the book on the screen is absolutely futile, and if a viewer can
accept this, Persuasion would work. But my take from it is Johnson’s brilliance. She is subtle, she is jovial
and she is immensely expressive conveying the depth of her sorrow at having let go her love. Her later
dilemma when he comes back into her life is captured by her with dazzling honesty. We are never made
to believe that Anne is a opportunist; she had never stopped loving him and had regretted at not having
listened to her heart. Certainly, Johnson infuses a rare candour into Anne’s character.

Read all the Latest News, Breaking News, watch Top Videos and Live TV here.

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

About the Author

Gautaman Bhaskaran is a movie critic, commentator and an author,
who penned the first ever biography of Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and has been covering ma...Read More

DAKOTA JOHNSON HOLLYWOOD MOVIE REVIEWS PERSUASION

JULY 15, 2022, 16:52 IST

JULY 15, 2022, 22:02 IST

Vidyut Jammwal On 'Khuda HaaBz: Chapter II - Agni Pariksha', Gettin…

Tags:

First Published:

Last Updated:

PROMOTED CONTENT Recommended by

Great deals on LivingGreat deals on Living
room, dining room,room, dining room,
bedroom and WFHbedroom and WFH……
furniture. Limitedfurniture. Limited
Period OfferPeriod Offer

Nilkamal Furniture

Shop Now

5 Tips to Handle the5 Tips to Handle the
Volatility With ThisVolatility With This
Bear Market TradingBear Market Trading……
Guide.Guide.Bybit Learn

Learn More

MTech in CSE withMTech in CSE with
Weekend ClassesWeekend Classes
SRM University 

Apply Now

Nilkamal Sale | 15thNilkamal Sale | 15th
July OnwardsJuly Onwards
Nilkamal Furniture

Shop Now

No. 1No. 1
Destination toDestination to
Trade CryptoTrade Crypto……

Sign Up

Delta Exchange

Get remarkableGet remarkable
career skills bycareer skills by
enrolling in Dataenrolling in Data……
Hero Vired

Be ahead of the curveBe ahead of the curve
with the Job Assured*with the Job Assured*
online Data Scienceonline Data Science……
NIIT

A Mother Needs RsA Mother Needs Rs
20 Lakh For Her Son’s20 Lakh For Her Son’s
Cancer Therapy. HelpCancer Therapy. Help
Ketto

10
PHOTOS

Lalit Modi & Sushmita Sen are Dating:
Check Out Their Romantic Vacay Pics
from Maldives, Sardinia

PROMOTED CONTENT

Sriyan needs to undergo cancer therapy to
lead a normal life
Ketto

The Akshaya Patra Foundation responds with
immediate needs of food. Support Assam flood
victims.
Akshaya Patra

Trade Crypto Options at Delta Exchange
Delta Exchange

HOME SHOWSHA POLITICS INDIA CRICKET WORLD EDUCATION BUSINESS BUZZ OPINION PHOTOS VIDEOS TRACKER

https://www.news18.com/byline/gautaman-bhaskaran.html
mailto:gautaman.bhaskaran@ibnlive.com
https://www.news18.com/byline/gautaman-bhaskaran.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/dakota-johnson/
https://www.news18.com/topics/hollywood/
https://www.news18.com/topics/movie-reviews/
https://www.news18.com/topics/persuasion/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/livetv/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Cvyx2Obhuw
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.nilkamalfurniture.com/collections/living-room?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brandingdisplay&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=Great+deals+on+Living+room,+dining+room,+bedroom+and+WFH+furniture.+Li&obOrigUrl=true
https://d.adx.io/go/wwGVwqQA?obOrigUrl=true
https://zirca39.gotrackier.com/click?campaign_id=160&pub_id=10&source=$publisher_name$_$publisher_id$&p1=$ob_click_id$&p2=003d5aa380dfb41abe53868ac81daf255e&p4=00b0f8348850a63f583ba76d81ffae36db&p7=$section_name$_$section_id$&p8=MTech+in+CSE+with+Weekend+Classes&p9=GL_SRM_MTECH_OBD_FA_JulY22&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nilkamalfurniture.com/collections/best-deals?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brandingdisplay&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=Nilkamal+Sale+%7C+15th+July+Onwards&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.delta.exchange/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=india_hp&utm_campaign=july&obOrigUrl=true
https://marketing.vired.com/badsform2?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_campaign=Tyroo_BADS_July&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.niit.com/india/graduates/data-science/advanced-pg-program-data-science-and-machine-learning-full-time?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native-display&utm_campaign=ds-native-disp-june&utm_content=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.ketto.org/stories/savesriyans?cause=cancer&utm_campaign=savesriyans&utm_content=savesriyans_SI02_ENG&utm_source=external_Ketto&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_term=CON_FA_DES_IND_IT_Ent_Movies&utm_placement=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/lalit-modi-and-sushmita-sen-are-dating-check-out-the-couples-romantic-vacation-photos-from-maldives-and-sardinia-5558581.html
https://www.ketto.org/stories/savesriyans?cause=cancer&utm_campaign=savesriyans&utm_content=savesriyans_SI01_ENG&utm_source=external_Ketto&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_term=CON_FA_DES_IND_IT_Ent_Movies&utm_placement=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.akshayapatra.org/donate-to-assam-flood-relief?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Assam-Floods-2022&utm_campaign=Outbrain-TAPF_$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.delta.exchange/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=india_hp&utm_campaign=july&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/education-career/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.news18.com/videos/


15/07/22, 22:13Persuasion Review: Dakota Johnson Dazzles as Anne Elliot in This Adaptation of Jane Austen’s Novel

Page 4 of 4https://www.news18.com/news/movies/persuasion-review-dakota-johns…anne-elliot-in-this-adaptation-of-jane-austens-novel-5562661.html

About
Us

Cookie
Policy

Disclaimer Contact
Us

RSS Complaint
Redressal

Advertise
with
Us

Follow us
on

Download News18
App

Delta Exchange Hero Vired

Apply Now

NIIT

Learn More

Ketto

Donate Now

TRENDING TOPICS

Movies

Weather Live
Updates

Sri Lanka

India vs
England Live
Score

BTS

Board Exam
Results

Narendra Modi

Anushka
Sharma

Elon Musk

Shah Rukh
Khan

Uddhav
Thackeray

Kangana
Ranaut

Cryptocurrency

Virat Kohli

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas

Sunny Leone

Alia Bhatt

Ukraine

Vicky Kaushal

Gold Price
Today

HOT ON SOCIAL

Disha Patani

Kriti Sanon

Kareena Kapoor

Kiara Advani

Sophie Choudry

Hina Khan

Shanaya Kapoor

Malaika Arora

Manushi Chhillar

Aditi Rao Hydari

Janhvi Kapoor

Ananya Panday

Taapsee Pannu

Vaani Kapoor

Shehnaaz Gill

Shilpa Shetty

Neha Sharma

Karan Johar

Rubina Dilaik

Sonam Kapoor

POPULAR CATEGORIES

Latest News

India

Movies

World

Politics

Buzz

Auto

Tech

Videos

Photos

Web Stories

Cricket News

Explainers

Showsha

Opinion

Lifestyle

Business

Education-Career

Astrology

Sports

LANGUAGE SITES

Hindi News

Marathi News

Gujarati News

Bengali News

Tamil News

Telugu News

Kannada News

Malayalam News

Punjabi News

Urdu News

Assam News

Odia News

NETWORK18 GROUP SITES

TopperLearning

CricketNext

Moneycontrol

Firstpost

CNBCTV18

History India

MTV India

CNN name, logo and all associated elements ® and © 2020 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. A Time Warner Company. All rights reserved. CNN and the CNN logo are registered marks
of Cable News Network, LP LLLP, displayed with permission. Use of the CNN name and/or logo on or as part of NEWS18.com does not derogate from the intellectual property
rights of Cable News Network in respect of them. © Copyright Network18 Media and Investments Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.

LIVE TV

https://www.news18.com/about_us.php
https://www.news18.com/cookie-policy.html
https://www.news18.com/disclaimer.php
https://www.news18.com/contact-us.html
https://www.news18.com/rss/
https://www.news18.com/complaint.php
https://www.news18.com/advertise-with-us.html
https://www.delta.exchange/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=india_hp&utm_campaign=july&obOrigUrl=true
https://marketing.vired.com/badsform2?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_campaign=Tyroo_BADS_July&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.niit.com/india/graduates/data-science/advanced-pg-program-data-science-and-machine-learning-full-time?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native-display&utm_campaign=ds-native-disp-june&utm_content=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.ketto.org/stories/savesriyans?cause=cancer&utm_campaign=savesriyans&utm_content=savesriyans_SI02_ENG&utm_source=external_Ketto&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_term=CON_FA_DES_IND_IT_Ent_Movies&utm_placement=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/weather-live-updates-heavy-rainfall-alert-in-gujarat-waterlogging-flood-telangana-bhadrachalam-maharashtra-monsoon-livenews-5557963.html
https://www.news18.com/news/world/sri-lanka-crisis-live-updates-president-resign-protest-gotabaya-rajapaksa-pm-ranil-wickremesinghe-livenews-5557933.html
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/news/series/india-vs-england-2022.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/bts/
https://www.news18.com/news/career/board-results/
https://www.news18.com/topics/narendra-modi/
https://www.news18.com/topics/anushka-sharma/
https://www.news18.com/topics/elon-musk/
https://www.news18.com/topics/shah-rukh-khan/
https://www.news18.com/topics/uddhav-thackeray/
https://www.news18.com/topics/kangana-ranaut/
https://www.news18.com/topics/cryptocurrency/
https://www.news18.com/topics/virat-kohli/
https://www.news18.com/topics/priyanka-chopra/
https://www.news18.com/topics/sunny-leone/
https://www.news18.com/topics/alia-bhatt/
https://www.news18.com/topics/war-in-ukraine/
https://www.news18.com/topics/vicky-kaushal/
https://www.news18.com/topics/gold-prices/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/disha-patanis-stylish-off-duty-looks/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/kritis-dresses-you-want-to-buy/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/kareenas-looks-every-mom-can-recreate/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/kiara-serves-sartorial-inspiration-for-fans/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/9-style-lessons-from-sophie-choudry/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/check-out-hina-khans-swimwear-looks/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/shanaya-kapoors-popular-look-decoded/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/malaika-arora-oozes-oomph-in-printed-bikini-4723.html
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/manushi-aces-every-style-with-ease/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/aditi-rao-hydaris-saree-swag/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/janhvi-kapoor-aces-the-sultry-game/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/entertainment/ananya-panday-and-mom-set-fashion-goals/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/taapsee-pannu-explores-europe-in-style/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/vaani-kapoors-flawless-date-night-looks/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/shehnaaz-gills-effortlessly-chic-looks/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/shilpas-looks-from-nikamma-promotions/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/neha-sharmas-bold-beautiful-avatar/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/entertainment/karan-johars-star-studded-bday-bash/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/entertainment/rubina-dilaiks-family-moments/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/celebrities/lessons-to-learn-from-sonams-maternity-fashion/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.news18.com/web-stories/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.news18.com/explainers/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/education-career/
https://www.news18.com/astrology/
https://www.news18.com/sports/
https://hindi.news18.com/
https://lokmat.news18.com/
https://gujarati.news18.com/
https://bengali.news18.com/
https://tamil.news18.com/
https://telugu.news18.com/
https://kannada.news18.com/
https://malayalam.news18.com/
https://punjab.news18.com/
https://urdu.news18.com/
https://assam.news18.com/
https://odia.news18.com/
https://www.topperlearning.com/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/
https://www.firstpost.com/
https://www.cnbctv18.com/
https://www.historyindia.com/
https://www.mtvindia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cnnnews18/
https://twitter.com/CNNnews18
https://www.instagram.com/cnnnews18/
https://www.youtube.com/cnnnews18
https://jionews.com/home/articles/News18/20
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.divum.ibn&pid=Bottom_Nav_AOS&c=Internal
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/news18/id395194912?pid=Bottom_Nav_iOS
https://images.news18.com/ibnkhabar/uploads/assests/html/IS-739420-I.pdf
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/persuasion-review-dakota-johnson-dazzles-as-anne-elliot-in-this-adaptation-of-jane-austens-novel-5562661.html

