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Spanish Master Pedro Almodovar's Parallel Mothers to
Open Venice Film Festival

The 78th Venice Film Festival will open with Spanish

master Pedro Almodovar's 'Madres Paralelas' or 'Parallel

Mothers', starring Penelope Cruz.
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he 78th Venice Film Festival, which runs from September 1 to 11, will open with Spanish master Pedro
Almodovar’s ‘Madres Paralelas’ or ‘Parallel Mothers’. It will have two stars playing - Penelope Cruz,
who may well be described as the auteur’s muse, and Tom Grater. The movie will be part of the main
competition and also include actors such as Milena Smit, Israel Elejalde, Aitana Sánchez-Gijón, Julieta

Serrano and Rossy De Palma. This will be the second time in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that Venice
will have it’s in-person edition.

Parallel Mothers’ plot focuses on Janis and Ana, who meet in a hospital room where they are going to give birth.
Both are single and got pregnant by accident. While middle-aged Janis is ecstatic about the baby that is going to
arrive soon, teenage Ana is scared, and repents that she ever got herself into this situation. In fact, she is
traumatised by what had happened to her.

Janis tries her best to comfort Ana, and while they walk through the hospital corridors at night, they talk and
forge a close bond that will complicate their lives. Both women will change.

For Almodovar, this film and its selection are of enormous importance. “I was born as a movie director in 1983
at Venice,” he said. “In the Mezzogiorno Mezzanotte section. Thirty-eight years later, I am called to open the
Festival. I cannot explain the joy and the honour, and how much these mean to me without falling into

A still from Parallel Mothers.
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Almodovar is renowned for the way he creates his women characters and celebrates them. I still remember a
graphically moving opening scene in the 2006 Cannes premiere, Volver, in which tens of widows are scrubbing
and polishing their husbands graves on a wind-swept day, the fallen leaves strewn all over. There is another
scene where Raimunda, essayed by Cruz, shoves a dead body inside her huge refrigerator – which was brazenly
copied in a Tamil film!

The director shot to international fame with his 1988 ‘Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown", which
was nominated for the Best Foreign Language Oscar. Success then followed him like a shadow, and movies like
‘Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down’ (1990),’ High Heels’ (1991), and ‘Live Flesh’ (1997) took him to starry heights. Later,
his ‘All About My Mother’ (1999) and ‘Talk to Her’ (2002) earned him Academy Awards. His romantic work,
‘Broken Embraces’ (2009) and the psychological thriller ‘The Skin I Live In’ (2011) were critically lauded. The
2019 ‘Julieta’ and the 2019 ‘Pain and Glory’ competed at Cannes for the Palm dÓr.

Actress Adriana Ugarte, who stars in ‘Julieta’ (loosely based on the short stories of Alice Munro), grew up in
Spain dreaming of acting in an Almodovar work. She got her chance in ‘Julieta’. “When it comes to Mr.
Almodóvar and his female characters”, Ugarte said once, “It’s a mystery, but he can feel how we feel and how we
are.”

For the four decades, the helmer has been at the helm of films, he has drawn inspiration from diverse directors
like — Alfred Hitchcock and Pina Bausch, to name just two. But Almodovar’s fascination for women characters
and his ability to write them with passion and tenderness has remained constantly with him, and the actresses
have loved him to bits. There was an occasion at Cannes when Cruz shouted “Pedro I love You” and blew him a
kiss. He was seated in the auditorium, and she was on the stage.

“I was lucky to meet his mother when she was alive, and it helped me to understand a lot the way he is and the
fascination he has for women and how well he knows women,” quipped Cruz. “He was raised by his mother and
her sisters and neighbours, with a lot of women together. It’s a little bit of what you see in ‘Volver’— his 2006
film about a family of women and a matriarch who reappears as a ghost — and he was always watching and
observing.”

His latest outing ‘Parallel Mothers’ seems like yet, yet another attempt to celebrate women.
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(Author, movie critic Gautaman Bhaskaran has covered the Venice Film Festival for 20 years)

Read all the Latest News, Breaking News and Coronavirus News here

PEDRO ALMODOVAR PENELOPE CRUZ VENICE FILM FESTIVAL

JULY 30, 2021, 12:48 IST

TAGS

FIRST PUBLISHED:

PROMOTED CONTENT Recommended by

Will China and its brand
of authoritarian
capitalism be a threat …
the international world
order?
CNA - Insight

Grab Up To 50% Off on
Styles That You'll Love
Marks & Spencer

Make your child great at
math
cuemath.com

Apply at Accenture
today
Accenture India

Modern oral solutions,
ideal for effective plaque
removal!
ORACURA

Take free mock test to
Banking/SSC/Railways
exams
Oliveboard

India: Why is Everyone
Excited Over This Rs.
2999 Smartwatch
Fit Wise

Start your US
Accredited Online BBA
degree at INR 4,778 pe…
month.amityonline.com

10
PHOTOS

Janhvi Kapoor Looks Smoking Hot In
Latest Photoshoot, See The Diva's Sexiest
Pictures

PROMOTED CONTENT

Step Into The World Of Illuminage
Wella Professionals

ACT KIND TOGETHER. Natural Haircare.
Vegan. Recyclable.
weDo/ Professional

Your Australian Education dream will not be
impacted by the pandemic.
chitkara.edu.in

https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/janhvi-kapoor-looks-smoking-hot-in-latest-photoshoot-see-the-divas-sexiest-pictures-4024982.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/pedro-almodovar/
https://www.news18.com/topics/penelope-cruz/
https://www.news18.com/topics/venice-film-festival/
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/coronavirus-news-live-updates-covid19-vaccine-delhi-india-cases-karnataka-kerala-tamil-nadu-cowin-rajasthan-us-4024442.html
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/video-on-demand/insight/cpc-a-century-old-revolution-15132168?cid=outbrain_insight-id_paid_01072021_cnamkt-vod&cid=outbrain_insight-in_paid_01012021_cnamkt-vod&obOrigUrl=true
https://trck.xapads.com/click?campaign_id=126&pub_id=211&p1=$ob_click_id$&name=SALE&obOrigUrl=true
https://trialclass.cuemath.com/ind/signup/?utm_source=d_affiliate_m&utm_medium=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_campaign=Outbrain&utm_content=July21_Cuemath_TC_UB_Desktop_WL&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.accenture.com/in-en/careers/explore-careers/area-of-interest/cloud-careers?c=car_glb_skillssourcingoutbrain_12264977&n=bac_0621&src=inFY21bacoutbrain&obOrigUrl=true
https://oracura.in/collections/water-flosser?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=desktop&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=Modern+oral+solutions%2C+ideal+for+effective+plaque+removal%21&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.oliveboard.in/bank-exams/?ref=outbrain&obOrigUrl=true
https://thetechreviews.in/watch/?obOrigUrl=true
https://amityonline.com/lp/bba/?utm_source=16&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=16_BBA&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_content=Start+your+US+Accredited+Online+BBA+degree+at+INR+4%2C778+per+month.&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/movies/janhvi-kapoor-looks-smoking-hot-in-latest-photoshoot-see-the-divas-sexiest-pictures-4024982.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/spanish-master-pedro-almodovars-parallel-mothers-to-open-venice-film-festival-4025402.html#
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/spanish-master-pedro-almodovars-parallel-mothers-to-open-venice-film-festival-4025402.html#
https://blogs.chitkara.edu.in/engineer-your-future-with-australias-deakin-university-while-studying-in-india-heres-how/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Deakin&utm_term=International&utm_content=blog&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


30/07/21, 2:12 PMSpanish Master Pedro Almodovar's Parallel Mothers to Open Venice Film Festival

Page 4 of 4https://www.news18.com/news/movies/spanish-master-pedro-almodovars-parallel-mothers-to-open-venice-film-festival-4025402.html

About Us Cookie

Policy

Disclaimer Contact Us

Sitemap Complaint

Redressal

Advertise

with Us

TRENDING TOPICS HOT ON SOCIAL

Coronavirus Narendra
Modi

Parliament
Session

Malaika
Arora

MS Dhoni Tokyo
Olympics
2020

Salman
Khan

Raj Kundra Disha
Patani

Virat Kohli Health
Hacks

Kareena
Kapoor
Khan

Political
Whispers

Let's Talk
Sex

Gold Price
Today

BJP vs Mamata
Banerjee

Amit Shah's
Formula 23 for
Bengal

Suez Canal

Ram Charan

Bihar Edu Min's
Gaffe

UK Ban on
Petrol, Diesel
Cars

K'taka IPS
Officer Trolled

SRK's Delhi
Home

Tandav
Controversy

Pope Francis PUBG Mobile
India

Formula One Taimur Ali Khan Suryakumar
Yadav

Goldman Sachs YouTube
Rewind

POPULAR CATEGORIES

Latest India World Politics Entertainment

Tech Auto Buzz Videos Photos

Opinion Health Explainers Movies Cricket News

Lifestyle

LIVE TVLIVE TV

LANGUAGE SITES Network18 Group Sites

Hindi News Marathi News Gujarati News

Bengali News Tamil News Telugu News

Kannada News Malayalam
News

Punjabi News

Urdu News Assam News Odia News

TopperLearning CricketNext Moneycontrol

Firstpost CompareIndia CNBCTV18

History India MTV India Clear Study
Doubts

Education
Franchisee
Opportunity

CAprep18

CNN name, logo and all associated elements ® and © 2020 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. A Time Warner Company. All rights reserved. CNN and the CNN logo are registered

marks of Cable News Network, LP LLLP, displayed with permission. Use of the CNN name and/or logo on or as part of NEWS18.com does not derogate from the intellectual

property rights of Cable News Network in respect of them. © Copyright Network18 Media and Investments Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.

CNN NEWS18

https://www.news18.com/about_us.php
https://www.news18.com/cookie-policy.html
https://www.news18.com/disclaimer.php
https://www.news18.com/contact-us.html
https://www.news18.com/rss/
https://www.news18.com/complaint.php
https://www.news18.com/advertise-with-us.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/coronavirus-news-live-updates-us-extends-expiration-dates-on-j-within-7-days-bhutan-fully-vaccinates-90-adult-population-4019843.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/narendra-modi/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/parliament-monsoon-session-live-updates-pm-narendra-modi-rahul-gandhi-bjp-congress-pegasus-farm-laws-4015667.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/malaika-arora/
https://www.news18.com/topics/ms-dhoni/
https://www.news18.com/news/sports/tokyo-olympics-2020-india-summer-olympic-games-latest-news-live-updates-july-29-day-6-manu-bhaker-pv-sindhu-rahi-sarnobat-mary-kom-streaming-sony-liv-4019720.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/salman-khan/
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/raj-kundra-news-live-updates-sherlyn-chopra-alleges-kundra-told-her-his-relationship-with-shilpa-shetty-was-complicated-4020323.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/disha-patani/
https://www.news18.com/topics/virat-kohli/
https://www.news18.com/topics/health-hacks/
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/kareena-kapoor-khans-first-social-media-post-after-delivery-is-dedicated-to-husband-saif-ali-khan-3467192.html
https://www.news18.com/political-gossip-whispers/
https://www.news18.com/topics/lets-talk-sex/
https://www.news18.com/topics/gold-prices/
https://www.news18.com/news/politics/as-bjp-steps-up-efforts-to-trounce-tmc-in-bengal-mamata-plans-blitz-of-600-rallies-info-campaign-3093467.html
https://www.news18.com/news/politics/a-sneak-peek-at-amit-shahs-formula-23-for-bjp-to-achieve-mission-200-in-west-bengal-3093779.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/suez-canal-experts-offer-hilarious-solutions-to-clear-traffic-jam-caused-by-gigantic-cargo-ship-3576254.html
https://www.news18.com/news/lifestyle/happy-birthday-ram-charan-popular-performances-of-the-actor-3579182.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/watch-bihars-education-minister-struggles-to-recite-national-anthem-gets-mocked-on-twitter-3092936.html
https://www.news18.com/news/auto/confirmed-pm-boris-johnson-announces-ban-on-petrol-and-diesel-cars-in-uk-from-2030-3091532.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/karnataka-ips-officer-faces-backlash-on-twitter-for-saying-firecrackers-not-a-hindu-tradition-3091676.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/shah-rukh-khans-delhi-home-is-up-on-airbnb-but-renting-it-out-wont-be-as-easy-3092834.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/tandav/
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/pope-francis-allegedly-likes-bikini-models-photo-on-instagram-creates-buzz-3094016.html
https://www.news18.com/news/tech/pubg-mobile-india-and-chicken-dinner-everything-we-know-about-the-return-of-the-battle-royale-game-3087884.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/f1/
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/taimur-ali-khan-sings-happy-birthday-too-loudly-saif-and-kareena-try-to-calm-him-down-3089513.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/suryakumar-yadav-pumps-up-kohli-after-liking-the-paper-captain-twitter-meme-gets-trolled-again-3092000.html
https://www.news18.com/news/business/goldman-sachs-upgrades-indias-gdp-forecast-on-vaccine-progress-expects-10-8-contraction-in-fy21-3089774.html
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/it-doesnt-feel-right-youtube-just-cancelled-2020-rewind-and-people-disliked-it-3076076.html
https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/health-and-fitness/
https://www.news18.com/explainers/
https://www.news18.com/movies/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/
https://hindi.news18.com/
https://lokmat.news18.com/
https://gujarati.news18.com/
https://bengali.news18.com/
https://tamil.news18.com/
https://telugu.news18.com/
https://kannada.news18.com/
https://malayalam.news18.com/
https://punjab.news18.com/
https://urdu.news18.com/
https://assam.news18.com/
https://odia.news18.com/
https://www.topperlearning.com/
https://www.news18.com/cricketnext/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/
https://www.firstpost.com/
https://compareindia.news18.com/
https://www.cnbctv18.com/
https://www.historyindia.com/
https://www.mtvindia.com/
https://www.topperlearning.com/doubts-solutions/all-questions/
https://www.topperlearning.com/become-partner
https://www.caprep18.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.divum.ibn&pid=Bottom_Nav_AOS&c=Internal
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/news18/id395194912?pid=Bottom_Nav_iOS
https://www.facebook.com/cnnnews18/
https://twitter.com/CNNnews18
https://www.instagram.com/cnnnews18/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-mMi78WJST4N5o8_i1FoXw
https://jionews.com/home/articles/News18/20
https://images.news18.com/ibnkhabar/uploads/assests/html/IS-739420-I.pdf
https://www.news18.com/livetv/

