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Adoor Gopalakrishnan's Swayamvaram, a Landmark in
Malayalam Cinema, Came 50 Years Ago

Adoor Gopalakrishnan's National Award winning
Malayalam film Swayamvaram stormed Kerala's
conservative citadels with its extremely radical story 50
years ago.

NEWS18.COM
LAST UPDATED: JANUARY 05, 2022, 16:21 IST CILIVE TV
FOLLOW USON:  § Facebook wy Twitter Instagram

<A Telegram 7 Google News

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

door Gopalakrishnan’s first film, Swayamvaram or One’s Own Choice, turns 50 this year — having
opened in 1972. And it had several firsts to it credit — Adoor’s to be very precise. The movie in
Malayalam stormed Kerala’s conservative citadels with its extremely radical story, outdoor locations
and synchronised sound. All unheard of in Kerala of the 1970s.

Adoor used his Nagra recorder, carted his camera beyond the studio walls to tell us the story of Viswanathan
and Sita, who defy parental wish, elope to a city to live together outside marriage. The plot created sensation
after sensation, and its publicity campaign was just unique.

Gopalakrishnan’s artist friends spent days and nights at the Chitralekha Studio drawing and painting posters
for the film. Cinema posters were usually designed in Chennai and printed at Sivakasi, a town in Tamil Nadu in
southern India also renowned for match and fireworks industry, and, worse, child labour. But Swayamvaram’s
posters were pure couture, each visualised, sketched and painted by an artiste.
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After all this, the movie hardly ran for a week in most theatres. It was ignored, perhaps even jeered at, by the
Kerala State Awards. But at the National Awards in New Delhi, it clinched the Swarna Kamal for Best Picture,
and awards for Best Director, Best Cinematographer (Mankada Ravi Varma) and Best Actress (Sarada, who plays
Sita).
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There are two scenes Sarada would always remember. One was in a bus, the opening scene, where Adoor asked
her to be just another ordinary passenger. To look and behave as real people did in real buses, and for her, it
took some courage and effort to do that. There was another scene where a pregnant Sita carries a pot of water,
and “Adoor asked me not to dramatise this. Your expression should only say this much and not more”. There
was no scope for melodrama in his cinema.

In fact, the film has a series of such naturals. Viswanathan (actor Madhu) brushing his teeth, Sita pickingupa pqoRre NEWS
bed-sheet and dropping it on the ground, a little boy sent on an errand, steering an imaginary car, prostitute
Kalyani’s (K.P.A.C Lalitha) easy charm with smuggler Vasu (P. Venukuttan Nair) and her mocking tolerance as he
appears smitten by Sita are some scenes that could have been lifted from the life we see every day — and all
around us.
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Swayamvaram is perhaps Adoor’s most conventional narrative. Its structure is simple and straightforward. The NEWS Chhe;k the
. . . . . . the hour.
story opens with the couple, who have decided to run away and live together without the sanctity of marriage —
in defiance of parental wish and societal norm, though in a weak moment Sita asks Viswanathan to get her a
“« ”» . .
mangal-sutra” — only to stop idle gossip. BJP has Nothi

The movie’s first scene is a long one in a bus — which brings them to the city - the journey acting as a harbinger

Sedition Char
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of the days to come when Viswanathan and Sita would face disturbing uncertainty. Their life would be rocked,
and their inability and helplessness to find peace and permanence outside matrimony and the comfort of their
parental homes form the basis of this insecurity. There are other factors precipitating this.

‘Our Letter We
Appeal, Why T
Shyam Beneg

Viswanathan dreams of being a writer, which he hopes would help him earn money to keep his home fire
burning. He goes to the publisher of a magazine to get his novel serialised. An initial encouragement from the
publisher does not fructify, and Viswanathan has to opt for teaching zoology in a private tutorial college, whose
principal (Thikkurissi Sukumaran Nair), heavily in debt, is unable to pay him his salary or even retain him
beyond a short time.

Optimism turns into pessimism, and the trial of the young couple seems cruel. They have to move into very
modest lodgings, where Kalyani is their neighbour. A by then pregnant Sita — harassed by their landlord and

https://www.news18.com/news/movies/adoor-gopalakrishnans-swaya...-a-landmark-in-malayalam-cinema-came-50-years-ago-4625558.html

'Strange Thing
in Our Countr
Gopalakrishni

Page 2 of 5


https://www.news18.com/news/movies/legendary-filmmaker-adoor-gopalakrishnan-turns-80-3921167.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/anurag-kashyap-shabana-azmi-among-500-prominent-names-signing-open-letter-seeking-bail-of-activists-2677429.html
https://www.news18.com/news/politics/bjp-has-nothing-to-do-with-sedition-charges-against-celebrities-says-bihar-deputy-cm-sushil-kumar-modi-2339697.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/our-letter-was-just-an-appeal-so-why-this-fir-shyam-benegal-on-sedition-case-against-celebrities-2334239.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/adoor-gopalakrishnan-expresses-dissatisfaction-after-fir-against-celebrities-for-writing-to-pm-2333859.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss5KAHeIIYIah8qbeJsCF6r2gWxnrDU35sc_IHZk4hSY4KvfE04d9oJpy6IdMfHkQQzyrLkppbJQWlA-d-ExVwVrjvDJWZRfYIy6CUA41Bo48EHsfrNj2M8pY5j-Vv8_IMi8C_er7ScFMXKdBYSYA420LP9m2dAOZm5RbslAiRzeBpw_LjFOJ7F29Pa5SXc8Krk5dwUmki5NHu2wcsOwDHVO8rrJHYbsnLKTiiCj-BOjVhlfoxGhdn8hBk1p61IXljR7h3BCS61VXLdLyuJVhDutAaC1qFtycLS5wuiPrdULuLWJL60RBdcFsPYqa-eak2RpM6_qtS4S9TiI9meVvZSXRjHy7TEzoQCix0D8y3-9NIvOmzKAuQnLq1yH5peBKqJO-2OWWWKug&sai=AMfl-YTiePxcZkVh_U7BKzHN90DfyRDyNcKVRYjwSGBg4mtxpjczQCi7oAe40cCBHgcwcqkZeHD3srt77jPt4lY2PLJWGq5j4B4vuzeNGvpjKxXsTlOsJR88dEr2AxU1IA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGf3jsVMxM8i&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1153793.3368054NETWORK18DISPLAY/B27033809.325368808;dc_trk_aid=517422972;dc_trk_cid=163728831;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsui48SIBEZnkxJ8rhnlj3B4Z6rOcXnJjQeVoqUAyawXS5qyrRNzULSAEk8KYIXuj7COm1oj8Tnc730fiBvX_zUfCz2kEEFOFVHXtn086g_j5zoFKpdhNH-8wLfPIXBS9C-bcMWVDvW9YdR2Ap6OsxpsKvzO9WIM4Ax88vlobhzO37Uu32Y7LgqYohwnbbeC-EfFEnOD7ty8VCvxQ4MG-IPz6pDU7PFMw37CgXT10S3Cya2FkPIRK6_Kzq40tJSvh2vsNxvASpNd72TMQaejcPZZ8ClDnsYmzij9EM3rouUIk1X1AOTAJHkHOxm7yZIfqkBU1lFdUbyphzRyB1Q_gVZOOtaFPefTMSK-FStxTBuIgfwjtl3r5yuzhpqX&sai=AMfl-YSucrRlai_-bZtFn6ksZaKQOZgCIWtW4JHkgFF1pIX-rMqrv9uDwTtSYcpBCFGPsqok03q2N3uk3TMJq-mJSFZD24uYARm9dcgTa7163vrO9N3Dws7NnqW92EW1Bw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFyzm_xE1HpgEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsui48SIBEZnkxJ8rhnlj3B4Z6rOcXnJjQeVoqUAyawXS5qyrRNzULSAEk8KYIXuj7COm1oj8Tnc730fiBvX_zUfCz2kEEFOFVHXtn086g_j5zoFKpdhNH-8wLfPIXBS9C-bcMWVDvW9YdR2Ap6OsxpsKvzO9WIM4Ax88vlobhzO37Uu32Y7LgqYohwnbbeC-EfFEnOD7ty8VCvxQ4MG-IPz6pDU7PFMw37CgXT10S3Cya2FkPIRK6_Kzq40tJSvh2vsNxvASpNd72TMQaejcPZZ8ClDnsYmzij9EM3rouUIk1X1AOTAJHkHOxm7yZIfqkBU1lFdUbyphzRyB1Q_gVZOOtaFPefTMSK-FStxTBuIgfwjtl3r5yuzhpqX&sai=AMfl-YSucrRlai_-bZtFn6ksZaKQOZgCIWtW4JHkgFF1pIX-rMqrv9uDwTtSYcpBCFGPsqok03q2N3uk3TMJq-mJSFZD24uYARm9dcgTa7163vrO9N3Dws7NnqW92EW1Bw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFyzm_xE1HpgEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.news18.com/news/
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/legendary-filmmaker-adoor-gopalakrishnan-turns-80-3921167.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/anurag-kashyap-shabana-azmi-among-500-prominent-names-signing-open-letter-seeking-bail-of-activists-2677429.html
https://www.news18.com/news/politics/bjp-has-nothing-to-do-with-sedition-charges-against-celebrities-says-bihar-deputy-cm-sushil-kumar-modi-2339697.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/our-letter-was-just-an-appeal-so-why-this-fir-shyam-benegal-on-sedition-case-against-celebrities-2334239.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/adoor-gopalakrishnan-expresses-dissatisfaction-after-fir-against-celebrities-for-writing-to-pm-2333859.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CEFargn3VYd-HCeC1z7sPy5GdwAjKm7PJZ4iUsdS7D5HU__iCGBABIP_nyB5g5YKAgNgOoAGpoIu-A8gBAqkC9hCmazARhT7gAgCoAwHIAwiqBNICT9Dt85Gl-egL5F26YSq92BxvWidflOFDDPOPyUfrZ2Fe8U4wDnHNVAHuRlaIz13y71VTJVWyKZT75UoAsCr9an-msyMx1-wfeKKeyJgqQVTg94xZbDL_iSM9bgSrADTLW1utpsdN97UH348MrIA7UTbcqEru_lEWpBzGfKCSz6QjskNyOZT80ejZE4E-ovxZtWyzuRsxemgE5r67fR8_JbCTzRgRW7-w0FAaOKmHuADDj_L0ao1e6Lx272_Anp4EFDOinZoDkjHPStmAXUi5f5Uva8Rv2z_uQeuH5DS0n2epAHNmXDSn3j4ht50sWJwsjRK9FshcgjVPNOltz-O7lZEWvwDLXt0YD4k9gITrFUs6lG09j6MUSbyyLWUbRw0tUrldViuCBGREj0asnCYHxlb9zuo-9cEIGUp97BpQIVhUuX4f2mbQyZnHSRBFrhfaVPTABI250u3cA-AEAaAGAoAHntaGZKgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCZpnVuh8cTIpgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoBJTC1qRKr9cXmkjZs5VNph4kfQ&sig=AOD64_2kBzMmw5Zi-HI490mi3T5wY1DyfA&client=ca-pub-2192002536170159&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.bodor.com/en/fiber-laser-cutting-machine/fiber-laser-metal-sheet-cutting-machines/a.html?ls&&569671549804&9302249&d&c&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI39Ds0r2a9QIV4NpzAR3LSAeIEAEYASAAEgKGtvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEb_IvTpWlZDy28R84eI60dCe47GT24dGtIj2Fk7GN6Icp6qvLXH6Uje1LaahkYOgjlBXorHY6Pqq0Hx3nBIavQOhST2OQ-fRPxbOIbCmiBcKAwcT2if5940hk33rcw3U7B42B3qHT0Ct86cRrPfdEGA_WJtKgA2tkS8NjBx5muqdpN2pkrzqI-S1IlOIyQnT-OBAdxEG0eJ5tr0ogKz0VSLmAme8BlEchWIpYOcZ-Vgg1-72wI2rEhs8gND6BWvXJEujNijeHZXg2Kg-GbHt50iwT06fAMpJbDN96Wfn-SbnxdRLU3wIwRrRWfmMmWowGKQKBU-sa4O0W5cC5woNF8QZ-3NctfH80R8094VnGD3BS2TYN5l7KyKNPZKvp2-kioTg4wjhqE_4-btGmF6FzgDct6Ib2bkZ52LP6T9t3YGyNRi-vPH-2gMtRDs3jpuSLmBSWbFDyS6wE4Inw0KwDMEEc50q3sioTYkqQgrbYXlrvd79lSAakBiJnjotkaUp1uxxZ3XyPZ16oVHr_sgV9RSXyeLJFUlPobg2SFfM89HgW1j-KWN1Ux4VYQ7ov5ADxUz2Y-kELogesY0DOleE8w0ErGw_1WNvUNSCOBYNmyVt9_16HGjvDpTn5EHFLw1fb37Mh23LB_dgk0nXYyiQM8N2lDCX-SkuKdmQ3YaTFzw93YLod_eCBEDp7_lc8iQwTNRP0tHWu-0VQmPlygVe5FgcEGho_d8kkx_o_YAS0UNa32tVXLuKjqeEE8kWOocZThryVPMNDPnZd5rbmATF6MV5TuAZQ3qSYmZ8VGs6pUlVaQOH-hCdchPdrX0Z1dSgwJVoGYfI3zlChYOSFzWIwwksXNmKa_ebzN6IJKgs0NMEqHbTHOWURJwa26A77RW3UvYNiKN8YdDKZ_yeRWDEDCTMegaM6HEB1H83J3Gu_QopsQKDnUkbwz-uB5yIyc020ah9jdF1tNx44C3tBayo7J5W5VS__iWfOmwN0cVCOE9Q--vEhczIDbymYYa8X5a9YKQAlkxc5v6-LCL4-esCJxSe3yeekWAtTQNyuZ8ti6MPyuPaD26m75ZZohgYDms58HkZ4GYdCToSiK-AJpts_xrJcfyCcIzgcaAsa0LPWKmtsD8GM92kfaoItGePiLB2nFQ3pDG9SjROaxpHVBLpBX3Op7xUYbUeEIk7qNbG8k18vjvSuXGFCkwrR75hJQ2O2-uzBxgfJ7qD7SuGfpf76QC6wX7LWMKir6q1zhvfICdCUnBcxWtczFY9oMG_N4nGb4prfIE7gh5_YC3ubfqUKgzoiHQgwR78fTy8aTX8gxrzSomLdh13yoQHfmuzNls0I4dTH_cSMGvKxICm7WxHfC3xgT7HVeOyNPEEXFr5ejpZLsbta5BfDHuiEXviyDtZLeXByuuVQ0kaBKRk_LMfxEh4PZAdsDzmSxfdSbWWLLb_2TbGSkwtVg7-H6yj6MhcqJLk4_Voe-3XEj_cRnKKXxemUBvfHnGYqoxeEBKEUiDQvSReNakxXsE---4nGjnCM4R8BdgaonmtcISIrB6jJeBYHfoadYUtlskcqv-4PxBWKabSzisv1U3wiuecztUcEYjIQZ1HBwiCHhXED3H1No_JTi1H8b-vXYxiJYGNFcvnADoD-uubcwhLTiij7Q21hAqxN-xhC9DZQAc0b_ZYwKTksccB4ObqfSU3-SdyiTjEOb5y3raqWTDbmsNGu8iDcq9SAkeSRzE8snP3o0g0IZ9PtNO2A77EdQSigR3KX_TCtqJ-ERP9w
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEb_IvTpWlZDy28R84eI60dCe47GT24dGtIj2Fk7GN6Icp6qvLXH6Uje1LaahkYOgjlBXorHY6Pqq0Hx3nBIavQOhST2OQ-fRPxbOIbCmiBcKAwcT2if5940hk33rcw3U7B42B3qHT0Ct86cRrPfdEGA_WJtKgA2tkS8NjBx5muqdpN2pkrzqI-S1IlOIyQnT-OBAdxEG0eJ5tr0ogKz0VSLmAme8BlEchWIpYOcZ-Vgg1-72wI2rEhs8gND6BWvXJEujNijeHZXg2Kg-GbHt50iwT06fAMpJbDN96Wfn-SbnxdRLU3wIwRrRWfmMmWowGKQKBU-sa4O0W5cC5woNF8QZ-3NctfH80R8094VnGD3BS2TYN5l7KyKNPZKvp2-kioTg4wjhqE_4-btGmF6FzgDct6Ib2bkZ52LP6T9t3YGyNRi-vPH-2gMtRDs3jpuSLmBSWbFDyS6wE4Inw0KwDMEEc50q3sioTYkqQgrbYXlrvd79lSAakBiJnjotkaUp1uxxZ3XyPZ16oVHr_sgV9RSXyeLJFUlPobg2SFfM89HgW1j-KWN1Ux4VYQ7ov5ADxUz2Y-kELogesY0DOleE8w0ErGw_1WNvUNSCOBYNmyVt9_16HGjvDpTn5EHFLw1fb37Mh23LB_dgk0nXYyiQM8N2lDCX-SkuKdmQ3YaTFzw93YLod_eCBEDp7_lc8iQwTNRP0tHWu-0VQmPlygVe5FgcEGho_d8kkx_o_YAS0UNa32tVXLuKjqeEE8kWOocZThryVPMNDPnZd5rbmATF6MV5TuAZQ3qSYmZ8VGs6pUlVaQOH-hCdchPdrX0Z1dSgwJVoGYfI3zlChYOSFzWIwwksXNmKa_ebzN6IJKgs0NMEqHbTHOWURJwa26A77RW3UvYNiKN8YdDKZ_yeRWDEDCTMegaM6HEB1H83J3Gu_QopsQKDnUkbwz-uB5yIyc020ah9jdF1tNx44C3tBayo7J5W5VS__iWfOmwN0cVCOE9Q--vEhczIDbymYYa8X5a9YKQAlkxc5v6-LCL4-esCJxSe3yeekWAtTQNyuZ8ti6MPyuPaD26m75ZZohgYDms58HkZ4GYdCToSiK-AJpts_xrJcfyCcIzgcaAsa0LPWKmtsD8GM92kfaoItGePiLB2nFQ3pDG9SjROaxpHVBLpBX3Op7xUYbUeEIk7qNbG8k18vjvSuXGFCkwrR75hJQ2O2-uzBxgfJ7qD7SuGfpf76QC6wX7LWMKir6q1zhvfICdCUnBcxWtczFY9oMG_N4nGb4prfIE7gh5_YC3ubfqUKgzoiHQgwR78fTy8aTX8gxrzSomLdh13yoQHfmuzNls0I4dTH_cSMGvKxICm7WxHfC3xgT7HVeOyNPEEXFr5ejpZLsbta5BfDHuiEXviyDtZLeXByuuVQ0kaBKRk_LMfxEh4PZAdsDzmSxfdSbWWLLb_2TbGSkwtVg7-H6yj6MhcqJLk4_Voe-3XEj_cRnKKXxemUBvfHnGYqoxeEBKEUiDQvSReNakxXsE---4nGjnCM4R8BdgaonmtcISIrB6jJeBYHfoadYUtlskcqv-4PxBWKabSzisv1U3wiuecztUcEYjIQZ1HBwiCHhXED3H1No_JTi1H8b-vXYxiJYGNFcvnADoD-uubcwhLTiij7Q21hAqxN-xhC9DZQAc0b_ZYwKTksccB4ObqfSU3-SdyiTjEOb5y3raqWTDbmsNGu8iDcq9SAkeSRzE8snP3o0g0IZ9PtNO2A77EdQSigR3KX_TCtqJ-ERP9w
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/legendary-filmmaker-adoor-gopalakrishnan-turns-80-3921167.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/anurag-kashyap-shabana-azmi-among-500-prominent-names-signing-open-letter-seeking-bail-of-activists-2677429.html
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://techcntrl.com/clickfacade4/clicks?cid=429&pubid=53&mid=3&s1=&s2=&pname=outbrain&cname=$CAMPAIGN_NAME$&Transid=$req_id$&Uid=$uuid$&Time=$time_stamp$&Deviceid=$android_id$&IDFA=$idfa$&Pubid=$publisher_id$&Pubname=$publisher_name$&s1=$ad_id$&doc_title=$doc_title$&doc_author=$doc_author$&doc_id=$doc_id$&ad_title=$ad_title$&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&source_id=$source_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://apply.clix.capital/?utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=staticbanner&utm_campaign=Nativead&utm_id=Logicserve&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news18.com/
https://www.news18.com/politics/
https://www.news18.com/india/
https://www.news18.com/entertainment/
https://www.news18.com/world/
https://www.news18.com/business/
https://www.news18.com/tech/
https://www.news18.com/auto/
https://www.news18.com/buzz/
https://www.news18.com/opinion/
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/photogallery/

Adoor Gopalakrishnan's Swayamvaram, a Landmark in Malayalam Cinema, Came 50 Years Ago

sometimes Kalyani’s prospective clients, including Vasu — is at her wit’s end, when Viswanathan is hired as a
clerk in a sawmill, where he is accosted by a dismissed employee (Gopi). Viswanathan is troubled by the fact
that his own placement has robbed someone else of his job.

Sita is uncomfortable pretending to be a married woman, but is not bold enough to say she is not, while across
her street a married Kalyani cares little about community, eking her livelihood by prostituting, having a

boyfriend in Vasu and treating her husband, who comes to her begging for money to get his next fix, like a piece

of dirt.

Finally, when Viswanathan, weighed down by the guilt of not being a good provider, succumbs to fever, Sita
faces yet another dilemma of making a choice. Virtually penniless and with a child to feed as well, she may
return to her parents or become another Kalyani. However, what is imperative here is her freedom to choose, a
freedom she also exercises in the beginning, that to live with Viswanathan without marrying him.

Exceptionally photographed by Mankada Ravi Varma — who was with Gopalakrishnan till Nizhalkkuthu in 2002,

marking a 30-year association that ended only because the cinematographer fell ill - the film uses powerful
visuals over words to tell us a love story. And beyond this lies Gopalakrishnan’s perennial concerns about
unemployment, political extremism and the freedom, or lack of it, to make personal choices that he addresses
through Viswanathan and the retrenched employee as well as Sita and Kalyani. In some ways, the story — some
call it a Shakespearean tragedy, though it is not as classic — serves to underline and highlight disturbing social
issues.

If one were to look a little beyond the characters and into the frames, one would easily find a strong indictment
of the 1970s Kerala: people had grown weary of Nehruvian idealism and Marxist ideology. This message stares
in our face as poignantly as the retrenched worker’s silent gaze into Viswanathan’s eyes. We realise then the
failure of Marxism, and are disillusioned with Nehru’s thought.

Gopalakrishnan exposes the angst of the Kerala community — transiting from a middle class mindset to
modernism — through the pain of the young couple. Banal values are yielding to romance and money, and
decision-making is no longer with the collective. Rather, it is with the individual. Sita’s and Viswanathan’s, for
example.

Swayamvaram has an open-ended story. We do not know what happens to Sita, and this makes the work all
more brilliant.

(Borrowed liberally from my biography of Adoor Gopalakrishnan — A Life in Cinema)

Read all the Latest News, Breaking News and Coronavirus News here.

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN Gautaman Bhaskaran is a movie critic, commentator and an
author, who penned the first ever biography of Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and has been covering
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