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�To us, absolute trust, tolerance &  
transparency do the magic in marriage�

As they say, “You are not just marrying 
one person, but the whole family”. Being 
a part of a new family, particularly a joint 
family, requires patience and adjust-

ments and can gradually be everyone’s cup of tea 
if proper love and respect are given and received 
from both ends.  

Yet, in contrast to a majority of Indian daily 
soap operas, which frequently portray stereotyp-
ical family drama that many women in the coun-
try can relate to, the evolving lifestyles and job 
responsibilities of both men and women have 
shifted the scenario in a more progressive direc-
tion, where in-laws are loving and supportive.  

This week, we share the marital journey story 
of Rajendra Khandelwal, the founder of Dhan-
wantary Medicare, one of Kolkata’s oldest phar-
macy chains, and his wife, Shashi Khandelwal, 
who have been well-adjusted in a joint family, 
always supporting each other through thick and 
thin, straight for 40 years.  

Just like any other arranged marriage in the 
country, their initial meeting was arranged by 
both their families, wherein they had a formal 
introduction and found common ground through 
discussions about food habits and hobbies. As 
their conversations unfolded, they gradually dis-
covered a mutual attraction and growing interest 
in one another, upon which they agreed upon 
marrying each other.  

Shashi Khandelwal reminisces about her 
initial encounter with her husband. She says, 
“At first, I was a little scared and nervous, but 
his straightforward and genuine nature made 
me comfortable. He said that he was not inter-
ested in her troubled past but would love to 
know the cherished school days’ moments. It 
may sound old-school, but I found the ideal man 
of my dreams, who is responsible and career-
focused, and to my delight, he too desired a 
partner who embraces traditional values and is 
willing to embark on a life within a middle-class 
joint family.” 

The marriage finally took place on 2 Decem-
ber 1984, in the Hooghly district of West Bengal. 
As the couple mentioned, the marriage followed 
every Hindu ritual in the presence of both of their 
families, including the most sacred ritual of ‘Saat 
Phere’ where they promised each other a lifelong 
commitment to love, respect and support each 
other in every aspect of life. 

Initially, after marriage, it was a little hard 
for the couple to make their lives satisfactory and 
static. The husband was going through a chal-
lenging period with his newly opened pharmacy 
just 6 months ago, while the wife struggled to 
keep up not only with his strict time schedules 
but also with the family’s. However, with initial 
confusions and hic-ups, it took initially two to 

three years to settle down and to understand each 
other’s point of view, priorities and beliefs.  

Shashi says, “I understood what real love is 
in 2018, when my husband was declared termi-
nally ill  and required surgery. I was very 
depressed. I understood the real meaning of the 
true relationship between two living souls. I feel 
blessed to have him in my life.” 

“To us, absolute trust, tolerance, transparen-
cy and support do the magic in creating a perfect 
bond and relationship. The arrival of our first 
child made me realise the true meaning of the 
institution of marriage and the importance of a 
joint family,” adds Rajendra.  

No one in this world is pure and perfect. 
Therefore, it is beneficial to have people in our 
lives who can identify our imperfections and 
motivate us to make a fresh start. A joint family 
may serve as a good option. It is almost like a 
mini-society, where you get to see people from 
diverse backgrounds and temperaments and 
may help us to learn to love and respect despite 
differentiations.
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If you have a story 
of success to share 
about your mar-
riage, you may write 
to us at the email 
id given in the  
Comments Corner 
mentioning your 
name and phone 
number, and we will 
contact you

There have been films and films on iden-
tical twins. Ram Aur Shyam, Seeta Aur 
Geeta, Dhoom 3, Tanu Weds Manu 2 
and Kaminey, among others. And Kirti 

Sanon-Kajol-headlined Do Patti—now on  
Netflix—has nothing novel to offer treading the 
same path as the other movies have in this 
genre. I really wish writer Kanika Dhillon had 
made an effort to get out of this beaten rut.  

Helmed by Shashanka Chaturvedi, his work 
is set in picture postcard towns of Manali and 
Mussoorie with their mist-swept landscape and 
tiny houses dotting, in all their allure, the moun-
tain slopes. I must give it to cinematographer 
Mart Ratassepp for turning what probably is a 
dreary place into something amazingly ethereal.  

Kirti Sanon essays both twins Saumya 
Sood and Shailee Sood, and even as children, 
one of them shows the classic signs of a bully 
terrorising the other meeker girl. And into this 
dual mishmash walks Dhruv Sood (Shaheer 
Sheikh), and both women are besotted with 

him. He picks Saumya, the docile, homely 
woman, much to the jealousy and chagrin of 
the other, Shailee.  

To me, what seemed a wee bit of interest 
was that the real villain was not Shailee but 
Dhruv, who turns out to be a vicious wife beat-
er. Come on, this is the 21st century, and I can-
not believe that a pretty young woman would 
let the man brutalise her, and certainly not 
when Kajol's cop Vidya Jyoti Kanwar is prowl-
ing around suspecting something evil going on 
in the palatial mansion that is home to Dhruv, 
his wife and sister-in-law. 

Kirti is passable, though she does not quite 
succeed in getting the contrasting nature of the 
twins under her thumb, and the film begins to 
look uneasily flat. Shaheer tries the macho robe 
but disappoints with his blank expressions. And 
wasting an excellent actress like Kajol in an 
inane role is criminal.  

In short, Do Patti is far below standard 
with a script that is far worse.  

 
The writer is a senior movie critic and author  

 
 

Do Patti tries spinning a tale around 
twins but totters
GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN 

 
A RARE BLEND  

The Sunday supplement of 20 October 2024 bears a rare blend of the riverine 
salty smell of the Sundarbans and a bit of soul searching in the articles and stories 
titled “People of the delta and climate change”, “The green wall” and “On the 
lookout for the enemy”. The story titled “The brightest moon” bears naive juvenile 
negativity in the beginning but ends in positive creative hopeful vision. I enjoyed 
them a lot.   

 
Yours etc., Nilanjan  Mukhopadhyay 

Rahara, 20 October 
 

 
EMPATHY 

A good book can improve mental health by reducing stress and providing insight 
on an issue and empathy for others. Based on this simple narrative, the fiction “The 
brightest moon” published on 20 October beautifully presents a twist in the life of 
its depressed narrator, Moupriya Ghosal, through receiving a message from a pub-
lishing house selecting her story “An Unknown Pain”. The fiction gives the narrator 
Moupriya this kind of solace as she comes in contact with the epic, the Shrimad 
Bhagwat Gita, with Lord Krishna's image on its cover, metaphorically representative 
of all the good of the world.  

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi had a great dependence on the philosophy of 
The Gita. He said, "When doubts haunt me, when disappointments stare me in the 
face, and when I see not one ray of hope on the horizon, I turn to the Bhagavad 
Gita and find a verse to comfort me, and I immediately begin to smile in the midst 
of overwhelming sorrow." 

 
Yours etc., Sukhendu Bhattacharjee  

Sheoraphuli, 20 October 
 

MUTUAL TRUST 
I enjoyed reading articles published under the column "Marital Musings" and 

my comments in the past were published. I also personally think that behind every 
successful marriage life, the presence of the union of two souls is absolutely imper-
ative. Neither husband nor wife can be perfect, but while interacting with each 
other, their sincere attempt to narrow the differences of opinion matters most. 
Patience and an ego-free mind are the two essential ingredients for maintaining 
a happy conjugal life. A sense of mutual trust has to be created to combat any 
sort of unpleasant situation. Stop talking to each other out of frustration needs to 
be avoided. 

 
Yours etc., Arun Gupta 

Kolkata, 21 October
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