PEOPLE'S PARLIAMENT, ALWAYS IN SESSION

& Download

The Statesman  How:

AtVeniceFilmFestival, foreignjournalists decry

Advertisement

lack ofinterview opportunities withbig talent

|
l_CAUTAMAN BHASKARAN

ver the decades that I have

beencoveringmoviefestivals

like Cannes, Venice and so

on, Ihavenoticed areluctance
to offer interview slots with celebrities
to international journalists. Me too. In
Venice, the talianPress s preferred; in
Cannes, the French. And thesefestivals
callthemselves international! And some-
one like me from India is hardly given
anyimportance; my repeatedrequests
for interviews are politely declined.
Lackof timeis one reason thatisalways
dished out. And mind you, the festivals
are not guilty of this; it i
companies that are. So much so that I
have stopped asking for interviews for
some years now. I have realised the
futility ofitalll Why run around secking
interviews and beingdisappointed and
devastat

‘Thisyear, foreignjournalistsin Venice
have been peeved over thelackof inter-

view opportunities. Major talents like
Lady Gaga, George Clooney and Brad
Pitt, among others, have been kept out
of bounds for journalists from other
countries.

Yes, most movie stars and directors
do hold press conferences and do offer
one-to-one interviews with a very few
top media companies. But the others,
thevastmajority, areleftby the wayside,
nd these men and woen have tobe

‘Thispetition wasp
byagroup known as I

Festival Journalists, whic "

bers, Incliding mevie publicisis and
programmers. The petition said “the

views to the press.
decision, influenced

1di0s and supported by many
Publiclst; ks In Jsonardy ar entits
category of journalists, particularly free-

stories, which allow them to survive
Every day, they put their best foot
forward to writeaboutwhat'smeaningful,
innovative and of great artistic value
But ¢ the outlets always favour names,

across the world to these festivals will
no longer work if they can't rely on
interviews with major stars (which will
inevitably have a knock-on effect on
the covesage of smaller, independent

lancers, whowith their p
relentless workoften help in the success
of films, give voice and prestige to
directors and actors, and contribute
o igniting the debate on projects that
aim for the Oscars, the Golden Globes,

satisfied with p: ach
just about 20 mmum that nncn get

jacked byatrociously stupid questions.
I have heard journalists ask questions
like, "What do you think of Venice or
Cannes ondayone or two of the festival?”
I even recall one asking a top talent

films). Th

and other awards. After

mayw v\nlldccldc 10 boycott the eventin

" L'vcmun]ly theprotestcouldinvalve

now directors and actors, embracing

e festivals which risks
soring the dcp;ulum of hundreds of

pro-
duccrs who were previously their

projecs. Ifjour-
malits get those stars then they ean
alsomake sure the first-timefilmmakers,
theinnovators, alongwithall the beau-
tifully alented artistswithless commercial
appeal can get their media exposure
too, through their effort. Just like
organisers need big stars for theeyes of
theworld totum totheevent, theinter-
national press needs interviews with
them for their work o be viable.

‘The Festival chief, Alberto Barbera,

as many jobs

at he had no control

‘The Festivalis now on and will wind
7 September on the island of

whather favourite colour was. and nmovies  atrisk
i i be over marketing decisions.
this year at Venice have lamented ina left t0 artificial intelligence,” averred  interviews.
n the lack of interview “Thesedays, due torapidandprofound  up on
cross Europe, and this :*Cinemajoumalem. - changasinthe medlalandscape, more LH0 off mainland Venice.

. Cannes ind Beriin
Most of them are freelancers and do
have to rely on these kinds of chances

| to earn some money.

ion. The Venice Film
Festval bas just started, and we know

H

and more journalists are becoming
freclancers, which means they sustain

already that feswithaworld
premiere at the festival this year

will
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 Thatmeans
they do what s called 'pitching to sell

The writer is asenior movie critic and author
who has covered the Venice Film Festival for
over two deca
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