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Maddy’s world

From his debut in Mani Ratnam’s ‘Alaipayuthey' to his latest ‘Test’, R
Madhavan wears many masks
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The world of cinema is so alluring that it knocks you down with its magical moments.
Those who enter the hallowed portals of this motion and movement struggle to remain
within the realm of reality. They begin to swim and float in the tides created by what is
called the Seventh Art. Actor Madhavan is, perhaps, among the few who have managed
to retain a semblance of sanity in an ocean of glittering madness.

His latest outing as Saravanan in ‘Test’ is a study in endurance. Saravanan dreams of Food Talk: Broccoli for the
making petrol from water, and in his desperation, he stoops to kidnapping a child for discerning palate
ransom. His screen wife, Kumudha (an admirable Nayanthara), gradually begins to 5HOURS AGO

understand her partner’s “madness”. We have a subplot here, that of match fixing in
cricket. ‘Test’ may be one of the better-made Tamil titles, but in a climate of mediocrity,
this is not saying much. The script and narrative left much to be desired, and even first-
class performances could not lift the work.

Ranganathan Madhavan came into focus many years ago with his debut feature film,
‘Alaipayuthey’ (2000). As Karthik, his love for Shakti (played by Shalini) blossoms
against the clatter of Chennai’s suburban trains. ‘Alaipayuthey’ is, perhaps, auteur Mani
Ratnam’s career best; well-known for intimate cinema (like ‘Mouna Ragam,, ‘Anjali’ and
‘Roja’), he certainly helped actors like Madhavan find their way to tinsel town.

Ratnam also pushed Madhavan into being an actor, not just a star. From the chocolate
boy in ‘Alaipayuthey’, Madhavan turned into an artiste who could do a bewildering

Masterful lines and lens

variety of roles.
6 HOURS AGO

In ‘Tanu Weds Manu’, he was sedate and sombre as an NRI doctor who travels to the
country to find a bride. And who does he spot? Tanu, a headstrong brat, played by
Kangana Ranaut. Although the young woman is in love with someone else, Manu
(Madhavan) does not give up, and finally takes her home.

In ‘Kannathil Muthamittal’ (A Kiss on the Cheek), he essays a Tamil writer, who, along
with his wife, adopts a baby girl, a Sri Lankan war orphan. Also helmed by Ratnam, the
movie is a powerful reminder of the futility of strife, aggression and war. His role was
not very different from the one in ‘Alaipayuthey’, but the actor made a dramatic
turnaround in his later works. In ‘Irudhi Suttru’, he plays Prabhu Selvaraj, a failed boxer,
accused of sexual misconduct. He is shunted from Delhi to Chennai and asked to train
women boxers. Disillusioned with the crop he is served, he finally picks a fiery
fisherwoman, Ezhil Madhi (Ritika Singh). Not only does Selvaraj find his gloves and feet,
but also love, and this movie reminds one of ‘My Fair Lady’ in which Rex Harrison’s
Professor Henry Higgins picks up an abusive, venom-spewing flower girl (Audrey
Hepburn) from the gutters to transform her into a lady of artistic merit and culture. ; o | a
Madhavan certainly wears many masks, and he does this with ease, even in negative
roles. In ‘Shaitaan’, he played Vanraj Kashyap, who terrorises a family. Unlike other
‘heroes’, he is not afraid to don the greasepaint of a bad man. Maddy, as he is
endearingly called, is confident of his craft. Also, his flawless Hindi (he grew up in
Jamshedpur) and equally good Tamil make him an actor that any director would love to
see on his/her sets.

Maybe, his real-life skills made him into an accomplished actor. Maddy was in the NCC
and did his BSc. After a stint in public speaking, lecture tours and modelling, Madhavan,
who grew up in a Tamil Brahmin household, decided to step into the world of make-
believe. And what a world he has created!

— The writer is a movie critic
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Discover Luxury Apartments in Madhavaram, Chennai

2 BHK Starting From X85 Lacs* | 100+ World Class Amenities | 3 Mins to Madhavaram Bus Terminus

Senior Living 1 & 2 BHK Homes from X 73.99 Lakh*
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Start Your Child’s English Transformation Now!

Transform Your Child’s Confidence with Our Public Speaking Program
Exclusively for Ages 4-15
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Get stunning interior solutions for your home with HomeLane, India's most trusted home interiors brand.
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Luxury villaments with stunning valley views near Pune. Discover 100+ acres of serene landscapes and exclusive homes. Experience holistic living with world-class amenities. E:

The Nature Life with luxury and tranquility.
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for your home with HomeLan...

Mountain Gear for Extreme Conditions
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New Tech Is Replacing Traditional Air Conditioners in 2025

Stay cool anywhere with this wearable Neck AC. Lightweight, powerful, and perfect for summer heat — no installation needed!

Ad + Golden Homes

%2 Crore Term Plan For The Middle-Class Salaried Employees at Just X876/M Ready Just... Fully
15% Instant Discount+ Finacial Security To Your Family + Tax Deduction Under 80C -to-... Proximi equi. ..
Air- Y10 ... Exquisit C
condi... ( Get :e
Get Quote Get
Viral video: Pahalgam tourist alleges pony operator asked her religion; police arrest him - Tl e Quote

Trekking pants for mountai...
Activewear trousers, track pants,
Husband marries off wife with paramour in Tripura - The Tribune insulated pants, waterproof ...

The Nature, Mukaiwadi,...

Luxury villaments with stunning
This Device Is Helping People Beat the Heat Without AC valley views near Pune. Disco...

Stay cool anywhere with this wearable Neck AC. Lightweight, powerful, and perfect for summer heat — no installation necacd! Contact Us

Secure Your Child’s...
Start Your Child’s English ...

c

Adidas Three Shorts With 60% Discount, Limited Stock Available
India's Most Trusted Store Of Branded Products

Invest $200 in Amazon without buying stocks to earn a second salary

Start trading Forex with a $200 deposit and build a second income! Get real-time insights, Al-driven strategies, and an easy-to-use platform. Join now and start earning!

Original Adidas Winter Track-Suit 75% Discount, Offer Only for limited days.
Direct Shopping From Adidas Franchises Store, COD Free, 7 Days Return Policy
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Sale Live !! Adidas Store ...Up to 50% off
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We stay in Crocs, we slay in Crocs
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Sale Live !! Adidas Store ..Up to 50% off

Book Your Daily Profit By 11 AM With This Superclass By Mr. Bala
Join Bala Sir's Market Profile Masterclass and Book Your Profit By 11 AM, Sign Up Now For Trading Success.

Former Western Army Commander passes away - The Tribune

Houses of two Pahalgam attackers ‘demolished’ - The Tribune

ADVERTISEMENT

Premium Apartments in Madhavaram, Chennai
2 BHK Starting From Y85 Lacs* | 100+ World Class Amenities | 3 Mins to Madhavaram Bus Terminus
Read More

Neurologist: 9 Out of 10 People with Neuropathy Overlook This Key Insight

This revolutionary neuropathy massager is designed to provide targeted relief for nerve discomfort.
Engineered with advanced technology, it promotes circulation and relaxation.

Read More

Tamil Nadu Doctors Baffled: New Method Eases Nerve Pain

This revolutionary neuropathy massager is designed to provide targeted relief for nerve discomfort.
Engineered with advanced technology, it promotes circulation and relaxation.

Read Now

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/variety/maddys-world/ Page 6 of 7



The Tribune, Now Published
From Chandigarh, Started
Publication On February 2,
1881, In Lahore (Now In
Pakistan). It Was Started By
Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia, A
Public-Spirited Philanthropist,
And Is Run By A Trust
Comprising Five Eminent
Persons As Trustees.

The Tribune, The Largest
Selling English Daily In North
India, Publishes News And
Views Without Any Bias Or
Prejudice Of Any Kind.
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Rather Than Agitational
Language And Partisanship,
Are The Hallmarks Of The
Newspaper. It Is An
Independent Newspaper In The
Real Sense Of The Term.
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